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| Ewvery man therefore that | 
hath heard and hath lear- 


| ned of the Father, commeth 
| P10 mMce. 


"= Here are divers 
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T{ hinder me 
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Chriſt, 
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comming unto CHRIST, | 
all which I defire to | 
reduce to theſe following | 
heads 

Firſt, ſuch hinderances | 


comming to take hold of 
Chriſt at all, which are} 
briefly theſe. = 
I.  Blinde careleſnefle, 
or prefumptuous ſfecuri- 
ty, whereby men content 
themſclves in their pre- | 
ſent condition, preſuming j 
allis well with them,when | 
there isnoſuch matter. 
2. Being convinced of | 


|ſave themſelyes by their 
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{own ſtrength, & therupon 
ſet upon a reformation 6f 
life,thinking to make God | 
amends by reforming 
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ſome fſinnes which they 
| heare themſelves repro- | 
ved of by the Miniſters. 
| 3. The finner being 
convinced of his utter 1n- 
ability to pleaſe God in 
himſelfe,atlengrth gets up 
a ſtayre higher,and ſees all 
| his performances, pray- 
ers,and duties to be of no. 
| power in themſelves, but 
that he mult leave all, and 
| cleave onely unto Chriſt 
by faith;and this he thinks 
| hee can doe well enough, 
and ſo thruſts himſelfe up. | 
{on Chriſt, thinking all the | 
worke is then done, and 
no more to bee looked 
aſter. 

4. It heeſees this failes 
him too, then he goes yet 
farther, and conteſſeti he 
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| 
3 cannot come to Chriſt ex- 
_ | cept Chriſt give him his | 
hand, and helpe him up : | 
therefore now he will at- | 
tend upon the ordinances, | 
[and Rbour and beſtirre| 
himſelfe hard in the uſe! 
of all good meanes, con- | 
ceiving thereby to ham- | 
{mer out at laſt, a faith of | 
| his own to make him hap- 
© py. And here hee reits, | 
hanging as It were upon | 
E | | the outſide of the Arke,ſo! 
{long till at lat the waves | 
znd winds growing flerce| 
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8 - | Bcfidesthelſr, there are. | 

| | | other kindsof binderances | | 
ES: {which doe not indeed de- | 

| | |]priveamanoftitle andin-} | 
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ered. to crenall happi- 
'nefle, but make the way 
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bs dious & uncomfortable, 


ſo that hecannot come to 
Chriſt ſo readily as he de- 


fires and Icngs to doe; the 


| eround whereof iS this, | 
| When men out of carnall 
| reaſon contrive another}. 


way to come unto Chriſt, 


then ever hee ordained or 
revealed, when we ſet up 
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| 1magination make another 
| than ever Chriſt required 


or ordained, Thus wee 
make barres in the way, 


goc : thys it is with you 


a ſtandard by Gods Stati- 
dard, and our of our owne 


| condition of beleeving} 


and manacle our hands, &| 
fetter our feet ,, and then} 
wee complaine we carinot| 
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| poore Chriſtians, and the 
fault is your owne. Now 
Three |amongſt many there bee 
Temes | three hinderances which 
| which [are chiefly to bee obſer- 
| Ee-pmer ved, by which many gra- 
| c1OuS hearts are marvyel- 
| louſly hindred fromcom- 
{ | mingto, and from recei-| 
| ving that comfort from | 
_ | Chrift, which they might, 
| |and hee'is villing to be- | 
F . Tow. 
| x, | Firſt,the Jiftrefled ſoule 
[2 being happily truly hum- 
-# _ 1 bled; takes notice of the 
=, beauty of holineſſe, and 
| |theImageof God ſtampt 
[up6the hearts of his chil. 
|  {|dren, andofallthoſe pre. | 
E-- cious promiſes which God} 
[hath made to all that are 
his; now the ſoule ſeeing | 
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ſon with himſelfe, and 
|faith, Surely if I were ſo 

holy and ſo gracious, then | 
I might have hope to re- 
| ceive the pardon of my 
ſinnes; for were my heart 
ſoinlarged to duties, and 
could my heart be ſo-car- 
ryed. with power againft | 
my corruptions to maſter | 
them, then there were| 
ſome hope ; but when T|. 
have no power againſt ſin, 


importunatly fora Chrift, 
how darel thinke that any | 


they dare not-cometo the 
promiſe, and they willnot 


theſe, begins thus to rea- | 


nor any heart te ſceke ſo 


mercy belongs to me, ha-| 
ving ſo many wants ?-thus |. 


vepture upon it, . becauſe |. 
they have notthat inlarge-|. 


ns A "ment }- 


tes, ttt |. alto ems th. aged ho thi 
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4- {eryeit, we muſt not think 
to bring entargement and 
| hopeto the promiſe , but] 
| |]wee-muſt goeto thepro- | 
\ | miſe for them; - hope muſt | 
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| ment to duties, and thar 

| power againſt corruption 
|. which ſometimes the | 
+ | Saints of God have. 


But we muſt know this 
dothnot hinder, we make | 
ita hinderance, when in 
| [truth it is none ;. for ob-. 


| be ſtirred, & defire quick. 
|ned,and loveand joykind- 
i -- led by the-promiſe ;- who: 
| ]made thisa condition of | 
|the Covenant, that a man | 
| muſt have ſo much en-} 
—_  |largementbeforehe come 
tothe promiſe 2 our Savi-| 


ed ned _ 


but meere poverty. and | 
empt1- | 
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nothing he will have thee, 


have him;The rich he ſends 
empty away, but the poore: 


| required on our fide, but 
 onely to receive him'as a 
husband : Buy without mo- 
| 2p, faiththe Text; you 
| muſt not thinke to come 
| and buy a hnsband ; the 
Lord lookes for no power 
or {uficiency of@ur ſelvs, | 
no power againſt corrup- 
tion, nor enlargement to| 
| duties; if you will be con- 
tent that Chriſt ſhall take 
all from you, and diſpoſe 
| of you, then, take a Savi- 
our.,and have him. 
| But the poore 0; 


emprineſſc * if thou haſt | 


provided that thou wilt| 


is fatisfied, and the thirſty | 
refreſhed; there is nothing | 


— fair 
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that I doe not 
land how ſhall Tknow that 
T- have a true title to the | 


The poore don 


winked, how ſhall I know 
preſume, 


promiſe. 
T-anſwer , there 1s. no 


[better argument in the 


world that thou haſt. an 
intereſt- in Chriſt', _ than 


this, thytaking of theLord 
; Chriſt asa Saviour whol- 


bting Chri fiau 


ſaith, If T goc thus hud- 


ſuch power againſt cor- 
ruptions ; but if thou wilt | 


l. 


ly,and as ahusband. 70h. 1. | 


12. CAS Mmany-4s received. 


him, to them he. gave power | 
10 be the ſonnes of God,even 
| to ther that beleeve on his 
zame. He doth nat ſay, to! 


as many as bad ſuch en- 
largement-1n duties , and 


take Chriſt upon thoſe 
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| aAdrawnennto Chrif. | IT 
4 ns rent 
' {termes which he offers' 
{ {[himſclfeghereis no better | 
{argument under heaven, | 
| that thou baſta title tothe 
promiſe. There i5a deſpe- 
| rate deſpaire that often | 
| | feazethuponthehearts of | 
| _|diftreſſee ftmners.. | 
Therefore in the ſecond 
place, as the finner lookes 
| upon the excellency of 
Chriſt, and grace,and his 
owne inſuthciency, and ſo 
will not venture upon the | 
promiſe, ſo helookes up. 
| oh bis own ſinfulnefle and 
worthleſnefle, and there- 
fore dares notyenture up- - 
on mercy; hee viewesthe | 
number of his {innes 1o 
 manyand vile, 8&the.con- 
 |tintance of them ſo- long, 
| and he ſecth the floeds of | | 
2 abomi- | | 
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abominations comming 1n 
2maine upon his ſoul, and 
Satan helps him forwards 
| hereto ; for this is the po- 
licy-ofthe Devill, that, if 
[ | he can,he will make a man 
| that hee ſhall never ſee his 
ſiane,but ſay,there is mer- 
| cy enough in a Saviour, 
and therefore I may live| 
las Tliſt; but when the fin- | + 
{ner willneeds ſee his ſin, 
| then hee will let him ſee 
rothing butſinne; the one 
| that he may preſume, and 
1 the other that he may de- 
ſpaire, 
| Now the poore finner 
|ſtayes hereztell him ofthe | 
{mercy of God, and of the| + 
|plenteous redemption in| 
Chriſt, and of the riches 
of the freenefle of Gods 
b 8 + > 
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HT 


grace, What, faith hee, 
ſhould I thinke that there 
is any mercy for me, and 
that I have any intereſt in 
Chrift?that were ſtrange; 
And thus the ſoule is here 
poring, and faſtned, and | 
jettled upon his corrupti- | 
on, and is ever ſtirring the 


A 


is as well kept fro looking 
to Chriſt by deſpair,as by 
preſumprion ; before hee 
ſees his finne, hethinks his 
condition 15g00d,and hee 
| hath a ſufficiency of his 
 owne, and needs not goe 
to Chriſt; and when hee 
ſees his finne, then he be- 
holds ſo much vileneſle in| 
himſeife that he dares not | 
g0e to Chriſt, leſt when | 
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|hegoes before him, hee 
fend him downto the pit. 
|| { Herein the deyill is very | | 
= | - [ſubtill ; but this doth not | 
| {. [hinderourtitle to Chriſt, | | |' 
x neither ought it to diſcou- | | 
| rage our hearts from lay- 
|ing hold on ſalyation. 
| | For firſt;(obſerve it)for 
\ whom did Chriſt come 1n- 
to the world, & for whom | + + 
did he die when hee was | 
{|come? it was not for the | 
7i/ghteous, thatneeded him 
not, but for the poore ſi- 
Wl ner that condemnes him- 
{elfe, and knowes he can- 0, 
| not ſave himſelfe. Pax! 
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| _ | ſaith,Chriſt Teſus came into 
171 m0kt.. | » 
5 the world to ſave ſinners, of |» © 
_— whom I amthe chiefe : and 
| | Zach.13.1.Tbere ts a foun- 
f | . | raine opened for ſinne, and 
h | | 
| 
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a fountaine ſet open,come 


| ſed the mercy of God,and 


| plea : what Scripture ever 


arawnenunto Chriſt, 


tt. 


iniquitics never {6 great, 
and never ſo vile, there 1s 


WRo will; there was never 
| any ſaved but a Rebel,and 
| ReVCrany man received tO 
| mercy,but hee that oppo- 


his grace in Chriſt, The 


fiery Serpents did ſting | 


| | 


—— 


[the people in the wil- 
| dernefle, but there was 


them. 
Obſerve the folly of this 


faidthat the greatneſle of 
mans finge could hinder 
the greatneſſe of GODS 
mercy ? no Scripture re-| 


a brazen Serpent to heale 
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yealesthis, we ſee David 
prayeth the contrary , 
| Pla.z5.11) Have mercy upo me 0 Lora, 
| aud pardon my ſins, fer they 
are great;nay,God himſelf 
c_ doth the quite contrary , 
Eſa.4.3. 24,25. Thou haſt 
made me ſerve with thy ſins, 
"8 and wearied meewith thine 

— lomiquities, yet 1 am he that | : 
= + | b/otteth ont thy tranſgreſsi-| , 
= f ons, for my names ſake_-, | | 
When the Jewes did tire | | 
God with their diſtem-| 
pers, and burthened him 
|\ | with their finfull courſes, 
| ' {then the Lord for his own 
|names*{ake would not 1{o 
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| much-as remember their | | 
j | iniquitices againſt them. & 
| Apgaine obſerve, that| 
| : fiines though they be ne- 
il |ver ſo haynous of them: ' 
| | Ef ſelves, | 
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| | ſelves, yet ifthe ſoule can 

ſes them,and the heart be 
| | burthened with the, they 
are fo farre from hiade- | 
| ring the work of faith,and 

_. [fro making thee uncapable | 
of mercy,that rhey fit thee | 
to goe to Chriſt : The 
| truth 1s,(which I pray you _ 
take notice of) -1t 1s not. 
+ | properly our poworthi- | J 
nefle, but our pride and. 
haughtineſſe that hinders 
us from coming to Chriſt, 
for we would have ſome- 
thing in our ſelves, 8& not | 
have al from Chriſt. Take | 
the diſtreſſed ſoule that | 
ſces the vilenefſe of his 
ſinnes; ſuppoſe thy finnes 
were fewer, nevertheleſle | 
even then thou goeſt not 
to Chriſt, becauſe thou art 
——————DE2..\ 


—_{_ qi — ——_ 


- 


———— 


Sw 


fot 
OO 


The poore doubting Chriſtian | 


 perſwaded of the freenefle| 
| of his grace , but becauſe 
| thou haſt a worthineſle in} 
| thy ſelf,and wouldſt bring 
ſomething to Chriſt, and 
| not recciye all-from him : 
Therefore it is thy pride, 
| and thy ſelfe-conceited- 
| neſle that hinders thee, | 
thou muſt have thus much | 
| grace and holineſle , and 
| Chrift' muſt not * juſtifie 
the ungedly, but the 
godly man ; I tell thee, 
then hee will never juſtifie 
a man wiule the world 
ſtands. 

But the ſoule replies a- 
eaine, My fins are worſe, 
not onely becauſe they are 
many , but becauſe of the 
mercy and falyation that I 

| have rejected, which hath 
ez beene | 
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[will heale him; T hos ba 


the Lord wilnot caſt away | 


| have hindred, Isdabſhould| 


" Sawnt unto Chriſt 


beene | offered mee from 
day to day. 
This higders not, pro- 


vided that thou canſt ſee | 
thoſeevils ofthine:though | 


kindnefle ofthe Lord, yet 


thee, if thou wilt come 
and ſeeke him earneſtly 
apaine : For the iniquity of 
his covetouſneſi I was wroth 


(faith God) 7 [mote him, 


I hid my ſelfe, and hee went 
03 frowardly in the way of | 
his own heart, It this could 


never have received mer- 
cy; but the Text faith, 1] 
have ſcene his wayes, and | 


playedthe harlot with wan) 


thou baſt caſt away the | 


lovers, yet turn again to | 


Terg3ets 


Y 


——— 
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tae. 


| and knocke; though he cry 
till he be hoarſe, and ſtand 


| 2 heart to monrne for my 
| baſeneſſe; ſee my ſinnesT | 
| doe, but this is my miſery, 


- go he poore doubting Chriſtian 


| we, ſaith the Lord. There 
|isno time paſt if a man 
have but a heart to re- | 


[tion of the riches of Gods 
free grace, except the ſin 
{againſt the holy Ghoft, 
| Re,3.20. 1 ftand at the door 


tillhe bee weary, yethee 
ſtands ill : if any adulte- 
rous or deceitfull wretch | 
will open, the Lord will | 
comein, and bring com- 
fort,and ſuppe with him. 
| Oh, tharis true, faith 
the poore ſoule, had TI but 


TI cannot bee burthened | 
with them, I have a heart | 


turne ;*there 1s no lIimita- | 
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that cannot breake and |]  { 
mourne for diſhonouring | 
| ff God, 

This hinders not nei- | 1x. 

| |ther, provided that thy | 

| | heartis weary of it ſelfe, 
that it cannot be weary of | 
, | ſinne: The Lord ſhews mer- | 
CY, becauſe he will ſhew mer - | Mich. 7.18; 
| | cy; tt is not becauſe thou | | 
canſt pleaſe him, but be-}| 
| cauſe mercy pleaſcth him, | | 
| | Whendid the Lord ſhew | | | 
| | mercy to Paul, eyen then, . 
\ | when Pan! did expreflc -4---- 
moſt malice againſt him | | 
Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt | 
thoume ? Hee perlecutes | 
Chrift, and yet Chriſt pi- 
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ties him, and ſhewes him 

'mercy;and ſo the churliſh' 

Jaylor, when he was moſt | , ,, 

oppoliteagainſt the m_ 
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| the depth ofthat baſenefſe 


——_ 


 meanes doenot better me, | 


ofg grace, the Lord ſhewed 


lifted the meanes of grace, 
was now brought home 

by thoſe meanes. 
But woe, ſaith the poore 
ſoule, you are now come| 
co the quicke ; this very | 
word is like a Milſtone a-| 
bout my necke, to {ink my 
ſoule for ever ; for this is 


that lies on me,that all the 


Why,though Paul and the! 
Jaylor were bad enough, 
yetthey were made better | 
by the meanes; but this 15 
my - hopelefle condition, | 
that the meanes of grace | 
| prevaile not on mee. Is 


then moſt compaſſion up- | 
|on bim; he that before re- 


| 


—_ ſuch a heart in hellj 
5 


dd. 


lm. 


| adrawpe 


| be, when all the meanes'in 
| the world will doe me no 
good? but, me thinkes, I | 


[and ſtubborne under all 


Gods Ordinances; my 
| Condition is certainly | 


| but harden me, and make 
| me worſe. 


whereby the devill holds 


if 


unto Chriſt. 


 ——— I} 


| 


asT ; how ill muſt Inceds 


feele my heart more: hard | 


nopeleſſe, when the means 
that ſhould ſoften me,doe 


This is the laſt plea 


down the heart of a poore 
finner; but let mee anſwer 
thee, this hinders not nei- 


ther, butthat atleaſt thon | 
| majiſt have hope of mer- 
| cy, thertore obſerve three 


paſſages by way of an- 
wer. $$ 


- Firſt, the Word and 
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| meansofgrace doe worke | 


| & deadnefle, though hap- 


| heart, and dulneſle., in re- | 
| That Phyſick works moſt | 
kindly , © that makes the | 


| and lifteſt up thy ſejfe in | 
| thine' owne abilities , and 


ubting Chriſtian, 


good,if ir make thee more | 
ſenſible of thy hardneſſe 


pily it worke not that | 
good , and after the ſame 

| manner that thou defireſt, 
yet if itmake thee ſee thy 
bafeneſſe.and hardneſſeof 


—_—O— 


eard ofthatbody of death | 
which hangs upon thee ; | 
then the Word workes 1n | 
the beſt manner, becauſe | 
it is after Gods manner, 
howſoeyer notafter thine: 


party ſick beforeit works; 
ſoit is with the Word: 
'thou haſt a proud heart , 


trufteſt | 


ti. 


—_— 


» |rhis one Caution, except. 


| rawne unto Chriſt. 


| when thou haſt it;and the 
Word makes thee looke| 
to God to continue it ; to | 
feele deadneſle is life, and | 
to feele hardneſle is ſoft- | 


al... 


ry 


gym—_ 


| 
| 


truſteſt in thine owne 


wonders; but now the 
word works ſweetly, whe 
it makes thee apprehen- 


for it, and to prize it 


neſle ; onely remember 


there bee ſome luſt or di- | 
ſtemper that thy heart 


ſtrength, and thinkeſt that | 
| thy care & improvement | 
\ of the means, would work 


five, thata wounded ſoule | 
| is the gift of God, not of 
man, nor of the meanes ; | 
|and therefore the Word 
makes thee looke to God | 


hankers after, forthen the | 
8 
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| | Word will harden thee, | 
becauſe thou hardeneft| 
thy ſelfe. 
2 | Secondly,(marke this I 
beſecch you)thou art the| 
| cauſe why thy heart isnot | 
ſoftned, & why the Word} 
works notupon thy ſoule; 
the diſtemper of thy owne 
heart hinders the working | 
' - [oftheword,and diſpenſa- / 
tion of Gods providence, 
{ and the tenour ofthe Co- 
 yenant of. Grace ; thou 
muſt not thinke to limit 
the Holy One of Iſrael,for | 
it 15a Coycnant of Grace; | 
| \the Lord wil not ſtand 
| bentto thy bow, and give. 
thee grace when thou 
Mi |  |wilt; it is not for us to 
W | | [|knowthe times &ſeaſons. | 

E7 = What ifthe Lord will not 


tend "PII- 
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WIG ne 
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om 


| is more than he owes thee: | 


| tinue ſo doing, becauſe 
tthou knoweſt not when 


notof delayes, but waite, 


_ . [peaceof conſcience, and 


| Lord deales cqually with | 


ee. Att. heat. 


drawne unto Chriſt. = 27 [ 
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give thee grace this yeare, |Waitfor 
|nor the next, nor all thy 


life; if at the laſt gaſpe he 
wil drop in a little favor, it 


therfore heare to day, and} 
waite to MOrrow.,and COn- | 
God may blcfſe lis owne 
Ordinances;and complain 
for God hath waited for 
you long: and theretore it | 
hee make you waite for 
afſurance of his love, the 


you, and as ſhall bebeſt' 


| and when, and how hee 


Thirdly,know and con- 


mercy. 


| 


| for you; God gives what, | 


\ will, therfore waite for it. | 
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DS ton nT; | ——————_——___—___ 0 eras m—— 
[Reſt nor | f1der, that thou haſt refted 
[p14 a upon thine owne dutics| 
| {and endeavours, and thou| 
| doeſt not goe to-God,that 
| blefſeth both the meanes | 
| |and endeavours ; the fault 
| [is thine owne, (Iſay) be- 
| {cauſe thou reſteſt inthine 
[owne performances , and 
| [in the power of the means 
| | that thou apprehendeſt , 
| [2nd doeſt notgoe to God, 
| that would have wrought | 
{ more tha alltheſc: for did. 
|2 min depend upon Gods 
| | POWer and mercy 1n_ his 
| | Ordinances, he ſhould al. 
| | wayes finde ſome propor- 
| | tionable ſuecour, as well 
| | when he finds no ſucceſfle, 
| [as whenthe findes any;for 
I | Cod weriaia oives,and | 
ſometimes delayes, bur 
| Gods 
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drawneunto Chriſt, 
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| toget out from allcarnall 


[and reſt not in thy perfor-| 
' mances, but looke beyond | 
all duties to God, and de-| 
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| ſervices,his Saviours. Hee | 


| {ces the venom of his cor- 
1ruptions, and the lamen- 
| table effeRs of all his ſin- 
| full pratices. He thought 


' when he gives not,as whe 
he gives. Therfore labour 


confidence in holy duties, | 


fire him to give thee ſuc- 
ceſfe above them. 
Many a man makes his\ 


makes them the bottome 
the ground wherof is this : 
Happily he finds and feels 


by woful experience, what 
the fruits of finne are, Hee 


it before a fine thing to| 


Gods love is as conſtant | 


tobear up his conſcience, | 


Rt 
"FR" 


B44 1weare,| 
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{weare, and lie, and drink, 
and follow baſe company, | 
| but now they are gravel] 
| to his heart,and gall to his 
ſoule. His conſcience fly- 
[cthin his face, and hee is 
| ready to fink down to hel, 
Conſcience ſaith, theſe bee 
thy ſinnes, and theſe will 
be thy damnation ; they | 
have been thy delight, but | 
they will prove thy ſhame | 
and confuſion in the end, | 
thou ſhalt ſhortly find the | 
{mart of them. To hell; 
away be packing. 
|| Now this man hathno 
| cure forhis conſcience but 
| this,hee entreates Conſci- 
exce to be quiet ; he con-| | 
2 teſſeth hee hath lived in| | 
baſe courſes, and his con- 
| Cition is very miſerable, 
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drawne unts Chriſt. | 3T | 
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but now hee will reforme 
all; hee hath neglected 
praier heretofore, butnow 
| he will pray ; he hath ha- 
ted Gods ſervants, but 
now he will love them; his 
wayes have been exceed- 
ing evill, but now he will 

{| reformethem; heebeglns | 
to turne anew leafe now, 
' [and thinkesthat will ſerve 
the turne. Thus many poor |. 
ſoules uſe the means as Me- | 
aiators,and ſo fall ſhort of| 
{Chriſt. A gracious heart 
| doth not onely pray, and 
heare, and receive. and uſe 
| all poſſible meanes to ob. 
Itaine Chriſt,but he is reſt- | 
| lefſe and unſarisfied ill he 3 
| enjoy and poſſefie Chriſt | ; 
' {inrhemeanes : Hee reſts | 1 
| not upon the bare perfor- | 
WT EEE 0 —=—@— "OO. 
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| 


[thatis ficke of ſome diſ- 
| caſe,tell him ſucha Phyſi- 


obtainee part.in Chriſt. 


1a this 


manner. A rich Uſurer. 


tian can cure him, but hee 
ſtands upon ſtate, he will 
not come without a great 
deale of charge :. Charge 
(faith he): I doe not ſtand 
upon that; I have money 
enough by mee, that will 
ferch him.hither. Such a 
[man now placeth all his 
confidence in his.money. 
| So when the ſoul ſees, the 
guilt of finne is not- re- 
moved, and Conſcience is 


L 


| Iwillexpreſſethis par- 
[ticular more full 


| 


| {till ſnarling, and the Law| 
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; drawne mnnto Chriſt, 
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condemning him, and 


| Chriſt is the onely Savi- 


our, that can fſatisfe and 


| cureall, But how ſhall 
| Chriſt be procured? Why 


his prayer;and fafting, and 
performances will comand 


| him, by. the power and. 


| merit of the worke done. 
| though he hath no promrſe 
for , and ſo by reſting on 
his ewne performarces, 
falls ſhort of Chriſt: and} 
| falvation. 
Oh, faith a poore fin-. 
ner,I would gocout of my 
ſelf, and I ſee I reſt upon 
| my. duties, but T- cannot 
get out of my ſelfe.. 

| TI anſwer, it is Sathans- 
{ /ubtilty to keepe us in our. 
| ſelves here too, by endea- | 
vouring to make us goe 
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| Self.denial 
| What 1t 18. 


out of our ſelves by our | 
owne ſtrength ; and this 1s 
a marvellous depth of ma- 
[lice and cunning in the de- 
| vill, when he makes us be- | 
[leeve,(and weout of igno- 
ranceare deluded)that we 
have power in our ewne 
hands to goe out of our | 
ſelves ; no, it is a ſuperna- 
turall worke, andthe ſame 
hand muſt bring usout of | 
our ſelves,that muſt bring | 
usto Chriſt: This 3s in 

trath ſelfe- denyall-, when | 
the ſoule knoweth it hath | 
nothing, and therefore | 
is over-powered with the 


; _ _ — _— mn 
* {heats . 
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, 


mighty hand of God, and | 
the worke of his Spirits {o-| 
that the poore ſinner doth. 
not ſo muchasexpect any | 
power or abilitie in him- | 

ſelfe, | 
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| goc out of my felfe, I doe | 
not then ſay, that Thavea | 
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 drawne unto Chriſt, | 


(ſelfe, or fromthe creature, | 
in the doing of any duty ; 
he knowes he 1s dead, and 
therfare cannot help him- 
ſelfe, much leſle can the 
creature doe him good, 
and therefore he looks to 


ciency from God alone. 
For (obſerve it) whiles | 
that] thus thinke with my 
ſelfe, that I have ability to 


principle within me to de- | 
|ny my ſelfe, whichis quite 

contrary, | for to deny a 

mans ſelfe,is to know that | 
he hath no power in him- 
ſelfe to doe any ſpirizall | 
duty : therefore wee muſt 
looke onely to the voyce | 
of Chriſt, and know,thar 
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heaven, and ſeeks all ſufft- | 
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| from our ſelves, muftalſo 
| bring us to Chriſt ; there- 


| hand doth worke both. 


| 


| 


poore creature thinke thus 


Lord I expett no power 


_ —— 


s » 


heethat. cals us from the | | 
wayes of darknefle, and| 


fore expect power from| 
Chriſt-to plucke thee out 
of thy ſelfe, and to. make 
thee beleeve, ferthe ſame! 


I would not have. a 


Rn... 


with. himſelfe, If. this 
meanes, and theſe Ordi- 
nances will doe mee no 
g00d, aad will not worke | 
upon my heart, I ſhall ne- 
ver haveit; but ſpeak thus 
unto God,8 ſay, In truth, 


from my ſelfe, nor from. 
the meanes , but my reſo- | 
lutionis, to looke up: to 
him that hath hid his face | 
FE :; 
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drawus unto Chrifl, | $7 


| 
{from 7acob,T will-not look 
| inward here for power, to 
recejve it from within my | i 
felfe, norto the Miniſter, 
|nor.to the meanes, but I [ 
will wait upon thee Lord, | 
{and lookeup to thy power 
| 


j _— 


[to worke by the meanes, | 
| Why ts amorit you that fea- 
| reth the Lord,cp obeyeth the | £59.10: 

' [oyce of his ſervants, that | 
 {malkethinearkneſi, hath 1 
 |Inolight ef comfort, let him 
|iraff in the name of the: 
Lord, and flay himelfe upon 
[his God, When all other X 
| things in the world fail,let| Z 
the ſoul the look up tothe } 
' _ |Lord, andlooke.outfrom } 
| {itfelfe; rhis is the fitteſt 
' [rime of all to meet with 
God;]I would have aChri- 
| {tia chuſe this time above | 
; all | 
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all times to meete his Sa- 
yiour in, and this 1s the] 
onely time to diſappoimt | | 
Sathan ;- for, as I ſaid be- | 
| fore, it is the laſt refuge | 
that the devill hath, andif 
he miſle this opportunity, 
hee is forever conquered. 
Thus the ſinner partly ſee- 
ing the beauty of grace, 
willnot, and partly ſeeing 
the baſeneſle of his owne 
| heart, dares not come to 
Chriſt. 

Then inthe next place 
tis want of ſenſe and fee]- 
| ing, which he would have; } 
and cannot finde ; there- | 
fore the diſtrefied ſoulec 
| ſaith, Alas, I never knew 
what 1it was to hive tne: 
aſſurance of Gods love, 1 
| never received any EVI-: 
GEnce | 
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dence of Gods fayour,and 


| veales this: 


| 


| looke for it , - when thov 


ar awne unto Chriſt, 


ſhall thinke that I have 
faith 2 they that beleeve 
have their hearts filled 
with joy unſpeakable and 
glorious; the Word re- 


ſtranger to that joy, how 
can 1 then thinke that 1 
have any worke of faith 
wrounght in mee ? | 


; O ' . | 
- Tanſwer, this doth not 


beleeving , therefore re- 
member theſe three parti- 
culars. 
Firſt, thou manſt not 
thinke to have joy and re- 
frefhing before thou ge to 


the promiſe, but thou muſtf 


doeſt 


but I ama| 


hinder either that - thou | 
haſt not faith,or thatthou 
maiſt not come to God by | 
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The poore doubting Chriftian| | 
doeſt chew and feed upon 
the promiſe: thou wouldſt 
have the Lordto pivethee 
all the bargaine before 
thou make the match : 
This joy isa fruit that pro- 
ceeds fro faithafter much 
wreſtling; it doth not fol- 
low from faith at the firſt; 
| firſt beleeve,and then joy; 
the heart is never filled 
with joy before belee- 
| VIng;but attarwards when 
|thou haſt had the ſweete 
]dew of the comfort of the | 
| promiſe many a day, then 
looke for thisjoy. 
Secondly, know that 
theſe joyes, and this ſenſe 
| A | | 
and fecling may beabſent 
from faith: a man may 
havea good faith,and yet | 
want the reliſh and ſweet- | 
neſle”_ 
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neſſe which he longsafter, 
A man may want his deft. 
rings, and yet want net- 
cher life nor heate : A tree 
may want leaves and fruit, 
and yet want neither ſapp 
nor moyſture: A mans} | 
faith may bee ſomewhat 
]ftrong,when his feeling is | 
| {nothingatall: David was| | 
juſtified & ſandified , and} 
| yet wanted this joy ; and! | | 
jo Jeb reſted upon God 
| when hee had but little 
feeling, as when hee ſaith, 
Thou makeſt mee a Butt to; 
. : . | Iob 3+ 15, 
| ſhoot at; yet 1 will traſt in 
thee, though thou. kill mee. 
Therefore build, not your 
comfort upon ſenſe and 
| | feeling, but goe to the} 
|  []promiſe, LY 
| Thirdly, the Saintsof | _ 
L.--1 __ God 
| 
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| God many times are de: | 


| becauſe God doth not for 
| will have nothing at all. 


 derances : I might adde 
| many more, for carnall 


prived of comfort,not be- 


but becauſe they put it 
from themſelves, and will 
not have it, though he of- | 
ferit; as David, My ſoule 
refuſed comfort,like a ſullen 
Child that will not eate his 
Milke, becauſe hee hath it 
not in the golden diſh; ſo 


you what you would, you 


Theſe are the maine hin- | 


| hinderances1n our way to | 


| way, and weethrough our | 
own folly, and tke Devils | 
ſubtilty, are apt to abuſe 

things, and make them 


cauſe God with-holds it, | 


reaſon is very fruitfull this | 
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nowto the cures ofall our | 'Nl 
impedimCts, for if we had 
| the wiſdome and care we 
ſhould have, wee might | 
breake through them all, 
and come to Chriſt. The 
means are eſpecially four, | 
whereby wee may bee 1n- 
wardly fortified againft 
them, and at laſt bee able 
to overcome them. 

The firſt cure and helpe i 5g 
is this, We muſt notlooke | cur, 
too long, nor pore too | 
much, or unwarrantably | 
up6 our own corruptions, 
ſo farre as to' be feared or 
diſheartened from com-! Ir 
ming to the riches of Gods 
orace; for this 15 an ever-| 
laſting truth,that whatſoe- 
| | verfighr of fin unfits a m2 | 
ben for | 


- ——_ 
ha 


| 
} 
Ji 
417 


— hy 
I 


”— CET 


F , 7. "IP" \ 4 77% — & ” 
CER EEE IS $a So SB1 NT Ye ie ds + -" CA 
LY wet - cd DF. + ML 
i "L $ Ke 


as AM. a Mt. dtc. 


= - mT ad AT; ; wy 
|... T he peore doubting Chriſtian) 

VS ——m—_——_—_ to} | | 
| for mercy,when hee may | | 
_ |takeit, andit is offered to | 
F: him; that fightof 1nis e- | 
= | ver ſinfull, though it have } 


atk eds add p 


| neverſo faira pretence of | 
ſorrow and deep humilia- | 
| i [tion : as we thinke many | 
F times, Had I a ſoule fo} 
| | chroughly humbled, and } 
True god-|bruiſed,and ſo forth. The | 
lyforon | eyilloft keeps us inſinne, | | 
what it 1s, ; | E 
by poring upon our fins; 

| when we thinke hereby to 
be carryed from our fins ; 
that courſe thus is aſinfull 
courſe. Tell not me of for- | 

row, and repentance, and 
humiliation , all that ſor- 
| __ Jrow and humiliation 1s | 
[Nought that keeps a man | | 
from receiving mercy , 
when it is offered; ſee this 
in Abraham , hee had this 
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[regarded not his old age, or 
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drawne unto Chriſt, | 
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havea ſonin his oldage ; 


promiſe, that hee ſhould | 


— 


Hebting not weak in faith, | 


deadnefs, nor the barrenneſſe 
of Sarahs wombe, but belee-' 
ved in him who had promi- 


was dead, yet there was a 
living promiſe; and what 


| muſt ſee our ſinnes , and 


barren , yet the promiſe 
was fruittull ; he knew his 
owne deidneſle . and her 
barrenneſſe, but he confi. 
dered them not: ſo wee 


conſider our many weak- 
neſſes, but never lo ſettle 


ofthem ſo,as tobe hinde- | 


redfrom coming to God | 


ſedir, and there he reſts & | 
ſtayes ; hee ſaw his body | 


though Sarahs womb was | 


our ſelves with, or coſider | 


| 


for : 
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| 46 The poore doubting Chriſtian | 
ll _ |formercy,which he freely |; 
| | offers us, and wee ſtand in | 
| need of; for while the| | 
| {oule of a man 1s daily | | 
fl  |plodding upon his owne | 
| 
| 


11 


| miſery, and diftempers, | 
k theſerwo things follow. 
r | Firſt, wee ſtop the || 
| ſtreameof Gods promile, | | 
= and let downe the ſluce| | 
Ki [againſtic, ſo that the pro-| | 
= | miſe cannot come into our 
ſoules. 

| 2 And ſecondly, we ſcto.. 
| penthe ſtream and flood. 
EH | gate of corruption, and 
| | | make 1t to runne moſt vio- | 
lently in upon us , and in} 
|\the end to overwhelme 
|  {us, and the inconvenience 
NY arifing hereby , will flay 
|the beſt Chriſtian in the 
1 | world;tor what cana man. 
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oct out of his corruption ? | 


hee can have no more 
thereof thanis there to be 


had; it is vaine to looke 
for comfort where itisnot. 
to bee had; it may diſhear- 
ten us , but never encou- 
rageus. See the humility 
and wiſedomeof the wo- 
man of Caxaan, ſhee fol- 
lows Chriſt, but he liſtens 
not to her, but gives ber 
| the repulſe, and cals her 
| dogge, and ſaith, You Ger- 
| tzles are dogges ; and the 
| Goſpell of Grace and ſal- 
vation is the Chilarens 
bread. Now if ſhe had on- 
ly confidered the words 
of Chriſt,and only looked 
Into her owne baſeneſle , 
ſhe had neyer cometo re- 
ceive mercy and comfort, 
3 C- but 
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but ſhe ſaith, Truth Lord, | 
lam a doggs,yet the dogges 
eate of the crummes that fal 
from their Maſters Table. 


Thereare two things here 
which doe expreſle the 
frame of a gracious heart 
that is truely wile, to at- 
tend toits owne baſeneſle, 
her humility and wiſdome; 
as if ſhee had ſaid , Thou 
ſaiſt Tam a Gextile, and a 
Dogee, Iconfeſle it, yet 
though Tam a Dog, I will 
not goe out of the doores, 
but lye under the table for 
mercy ; ſo we muſt and 
ought, when our corrupt1- 


ons come inupon us, and | 


we ſce our ſelves damned 
creatures, letus then ſay, 


In truth, Lord,I am as bad | 


as thy word can ſpeak : yet 


let 
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| 


| of our Saviour. 
It is fit, and wee ought | 
| to ſee our ſinnes, but ſtay. 


| 


 drawneunto Chriſt. 
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lerus nor flye- away from 
' mercy,but lye at the feete 


not too long here; ſee thy 
finnes thou muſt, but not 
| be ſctled thereon, ſo as to 


fight of ſinne which doth 
not drive a man to Chriſt 
tor mercy, is everfinful), 
Labour therefore to ſee 
thy ſinnes,thus : 
Firſt,ſee thy ſinnes till 
thou ſee them odious and 
loathſome. | 
Secondly, till thou ſee 
an utter inſufticiency in 
thy ſclfe to ſatisfie for 
them. 


be kept from Chriſt; that | 


L 


How to 
| ſce linne 
ari geht. 


Thirdly, till thou haſt 
ſcenean abſolute neceſſity 
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of Chriſtto ſuccour thee: | 


and then away ſpeedily to} 
the throne of Grace, and|} 


upon thy ſoule, there is 


Lord, my ſinnes are many 
and great, for I have de. 


taine of bliſſe : But ſhall 1 
g0e on yet further from 
thee , and perſiſt in evill ? 


can 


God forbid. All this while 


1 ſpeak to broken-hearted 
| Chriſtians. You prophane 


ws. A. ne mn... —_ Md. ad 


ones, you have your Por- | 
[tion alrcady, and -ſhal have} 


dwell no longer on thy | 
| ſinnes, for there is parden| 

enough to remove the| 
guilt that ſin hath brought | 
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power enough to make| 
thee maſter thy corrupti- | 
ons, Indeed eyery ſoule| 
ſhould ſay thus, Itistrue} 
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| more afterwards. therfore 
a while ftand you by, and 1] 
| let the Children come to | | 
| their ſhare. | 
| The Lord lookes to hin | E0y 66-2 
| AE” Opened. | 
| that ts of an humble and con-| * © 
| trite heart, that trembles 
(before him. A poore crea- : 
= cannot but obſerve | | 
| 


an v- 


[cyery word, and tremdle | 
at every truth. Hereis ſal-| 
vation taceed (faith hee) 
butir isnot mine, here is 
mercy, but ] have no part 
(init; and ſghee ſhakes ar | 
|theapprehenſion, conclu- 
ding certainly I ſhall ne- 
'ver enjoy it. Now marke 
what the Text ſaith, The 
Lord lookes at ſuch atrems- | 
| bling ſoule, thar is, he caſts | 
[weet intimations of his 

gooadneſſe and kindneſle | 
bene upon |__| 


__— cc. 


———. 


| 
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thee bee it ſpoken, I have 

| an eye towards thee in the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift. 

Comfort ee, comfort ye 


my people,({aith the Lord) 


| peake comfortably to Teruſa. 


| lemye3 cry unto her that her 


warfare is accompliſhed,and 


her what my mind is ,.So the 


Lord ſaith to his Mini- 


| ters, Speake to the heart 


of ſuch an humbled pent 
tent ſinner, tel} him from 
Mx xtell him from Hea- 
ven, tcll him from the 


| LordJeſus Chriſt, tell him 
from under the hand of 
| the Spirir,his perſonis ac-. 

cepted, and his ſinnes arc 


| 
| 
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The poore doubting Chriſtian) 
hen 
upon him, and ſaith, Thou| | 
[poore trembling ſinner,to| . | 


her iniquity is pardoned-tell | 
Teruſalem ſheis accepted, tell | 


done | 
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| [done away,andhe ſhall be = | 


looked upon in mercy. 


| 

Ephraim 1s the picture | 

' [ofa foule truly humbled, 
| | in whom we may {ce the || 
| |behaviour ofa true peni-| || 
| tent towards G OD, and | 
| GODS dealing towards} | [ 
| him. The text ſaith, Swrely| 1, x, | 
| 1 have heard Ephraim be-| 18,1920. 
| | moaning himſelfe (there's| 
| the heart brokeand thirſt- | 
ing) thou haft chaſtiſed mee, | 
and Iwzs chaſtiſcd, turne| 
thouto me,and 1 ſhall be tur. | 
ed ; thou art the Lord my | , | 
God, Surely after that I mas l.- 2 
turned I repented, and after) '4 
that I was inſtrn&ed,T [motel |} 
upon my thigh, I'was aſha-| 
med,yea eve confounded be- ; 
cauſe I did bear the reproach 
of my youth. Asitthe finner | 
EET. C4 ſhould 
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|the meanes of grace. in a-} 


| which before I never con- 


ſhould ſay, T am bs 
wretch that have ſeene all 


NE Ee ee mana A £5008 
-” 


_—_—T 


bundant meaſure, and yer 
never profited under the 
ſame. The Lord hath cor- 

reed me,butTwould not| 
be tamed; He hath inſtru-| | 
Red me, but I would not| 
learne. Lord turne mee, | 
Thou art my God; I have 
nothing in my ſelfe; Nay,| | 
now I ſec the evils which 
before I never perceived; 

And I ebſcrve the baſe. 

nefſe of my courſe now, 


__— — 


ſidered; And I am aſha- 
med of my abuſe of grace 
revealed, I ameven con- 
founded in the ſenſe of 
thoſe abominations which | | 
my ſoule hath harboured. | | 
F9H RR 
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| Gods anſwer: Ephraim is 


 |childe , for ſince I ſpake a- 


_ 


plaints, and my bowels 
carne towards this poore 
ſinner, that ſeekes to mee 
for mercy. Andthe truth 


——_— _____ 


| drawneunts Chriſt. 


LE i ns n 


Thisis the: raourningof a 
poore finner; Now marke | 


my ſonne, hee is a pleaſant 


gainſt him,T ao earneſtly re-| 
member him ſtill , therefore 
my bowels are troubled for 
him, 1 will ſure have mercy | 
upon him, As who ſhould| 
ſay, I obſerved all thoſe 
Tecret fighes, Iconfidered | 
all thoſeteares, I heard all | 
thoſe prayers , and tooke 
notice of all thoſe com- 


is, willembrace him with 
my loving kindneſſe. 
Now the fecond:meanes 
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[of judging thy eſtate by 


| feareit is not ſo. Thus we 


| lovent, and wee judge our 
The dan- 


| judging 


ourſelyes; 
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carnall reaſon without the | 
rule.as thus it is the faſhis 
of poore diſtreſſed ſpirits, 
to paſſe fearefu]l ſentence | 
upon themſelves upon, 
groundleſs arguments,and\ 
toſay,I never found it, I| 
| feele no fuch thing, and I 
 heare. thoſe carnall pleas 
which Satan helps us to 


{elves by them: Now, 1. 
ſay, take heed of this, and 
make conſcience of this. 
ſame;as ofany other fnne 
| of {wearing,ſtealing, who- 
ring,or murther,for this 1s | 
astruly a finne, as: thoſe, 
though'not ſo great; nay., 
itisafargreater ſinnerhan 
you. imagine, . Conſider 
| | 
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| | this you humble-hearted 
| Chriſtians, fer to you I| 
| ſpeake ; for when upon | 
theſe grounds thou con- 
cludeſt thy caſe and eſtate 
is naught, ſce againſt how| 
many” Commandetnents | 
thou ſinneſt. Firſt; thou 
diſhonoureſt God and the 
worke of his grace; in de-| 
| nying that which GOD| 
hath done for thee, and | 
| ſpeak it #nreverttly againſt 3 
| God; thou art a murderer, | 
|and woundeft thy owne E 
ſoule; thou robbeſt thy | | 
_ \ſelfe of comfort, andart a 
i | rhief;and thou beareft falſe | 
witneſſe againſt thine own 
heart, yea againſt Chrift i 
[and his Spirit, and the b 
| _ [worke of grace wrought| 'F 
in thee, and joyneſt "= | 
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[the devill againſt the Lord | 
i. RR on. 
But thou wilt fay, I] |! 
ſpeake as I thinke. That| 
hindersnot, but that thou 
| beareſt falſe witneſle ; as 
wee ſce. if a man affirme | 
[{uch a one is a drunkard, | 
L - and knowes it not, this | 
| | man beares falſe witneſle, | 
| | becauſe though the man| 
| | , | 
1 | bee a drunkard, yet hee| | 
knowes it: not:: fo thou 
fayeſt thou haſt nothing,. 
when as thou doeſt onely 
feare it, and ſuſpet it, and | 
'- | thelike: I ſpeakethis the 
| | rather, becauſe of the fin-. 
E tall diſtemper that creeps. 
| 1nuponthe hearts of ma- | 
ny. broken-hearted Chri- ; 
ſtians, that out ofa ſelfe- 
b- willed rode ofcarnall rea- 
RT ſon, | 
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ſon, and a vile haunt that 
they have got,their hearts | 
are perſwaded that they 
doe well to doe ſo, and 
| they are never well cxcept | 
they doe thus. - 

But ſach as theſe (mark | 
it) whenreaſon is plaine, | | | 
and the Scripturesare evi- = 
dently againſt them , they | | 
doe not {ſo much attend | 
what the Miniſter faith, | 
but they ſtand and invent | 
how they may anſwer the| 
Miniſter, and ſo put away 
their owne comforts. Let 
the feare of God fall apon 
| cyery ſoule that heares 
this, and know,thathow.- 
[ſocycr you have taken 
| leave to your ſelves, and 
\ have takenup pleas againſt 
|the truth, yet now goe 
|. your | [. 
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[for it,and wonder that the 
Lord hath not taken-away 


turnaway our hearts from 


the voyceof his Spirit,bur. 
[pleas which T' have no 


| deeply,and hurt my owne 
foule dangerouſly there- | 


| with a cheator ; carnall 


your. wayes, and mourne 


all the comfort: of his 
grace, andall the motions'| 


| of his Spirit fro you. The | 


Prophet Davrdprayes the| 
Lord to turn away his eyes 
from beholding vanity + 
now if God muſt doc thar, | 
then much more muſt hee 


————_ 


attending - to vanities: I 
muſt attend to God, and 


toliſten..to thoſe carnall 


warrant to doe, I finne | 


by. No man would deale 


reaſonisa cheator, there- 


fore! . 


a 


- - - _ 
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—————————_ 


to, unlefſe we reſolve to- 


danger ofthe finne cannot 
make us doe this, then let 


— 


] 


— 


"—_ 


————_—_ — 
_ 


the ſorrow that will come 
by 1t,conſtraineus :-Behold 


all you that kindle a fire, | 


& that compaſs your ſelves- 
about with the 


ſhall you have at my hand, 


I will ſhew what 1s meant 
by ſparkles, and what by 


| 


fire ; inthe old Law -you| 


know there was heayen]y 
fire continually inthe San- 
Quary, that ſhadowed out 
to us the wil and wiſdome 
of God in his Word : but 
there was alfo ſtrange fire, 


(One is, there were diyers 


drawne unto Chriſk, \ 6x 
fore letusnot attend ther. | 


bee cozened; and if the} 


ſparkles: 


that ye have kindled; this | 


ye ſhall lie downe in ſorrow. | 


| 


| 


| Ta.50.11. 
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ſparkles of their ow7e ima- 
pinations, and conceits ; 
levery poore creature Ca- 
| ries his tinder-boxe about 
him, and hee is ever kind- 
[ling of itz which the Lord- 
| doth not allow of: In 
that textare two things: 
| firſt, that the heart. of man 
will naturally invent car- 
nall reaſons and pleas a- 
gainſt it ſelfe,and be ſctled | 
Upen them : Secondly,the 
1fſue that follows thereup- | 
on, This ſhall ye have of } 
mige hand, you ſhall lie 
downe in your owne ſfor-| 
row. When the Scriptures-} 
arecleare, and reaſons are | 
evident and yet you will 
have your owne devices; | * 
thus much Itell you, you | 
ſhalllie downe in ſorrow | 
$ : at \ 


GY ns 
— —- —— 


_ 4 
—— 


ith. 


—. 


Mr 2 


—_——_ 


+ dr awne unto Chriſt, \ 62 


En 


at laſt, and you may thank | 
; your ſelves for it ; away | 
| with your tinder-boxes 
therfore,abaſe your ſelves | 
before the throne of grace 
|and beeat length wiſe to | 
ſalvation. 
| Hoevery one that thirſt- 
| ch (faith God by his Pro- | 
phet) come and buy without 
| money take of the well of the | 
| water of life, and live for | 
| ever freely, Many a poore | 
Miniſter would fain leave | 
his commodity behinde | | 
| bim, and faith, You muſt | 

haveit, and you ſhall have | | 
itz it is your portion,and 
belongs of rightunto you; | 
weare even faine to force 
Gods favours upon the 
ſoule. Webeſeechyouto | 
belceve, and wee intreate 
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you for the Lord Jeſus 
| ſake to receive mercy and 
humble your hearts, 
But will any man take 
theſe favours? 
| -No beloved, many ſweet 
[ promiſes, and many ad- 
mirable precious things 
of graceand falvation are 
revealed, but men neither 
paſſe, nor care to receive 
| benefit by them. Some. 
{carnal plea or otherevades 
all. This argues plainely 
|your fmall eſtimation of 
Chrift, A poore hun-| 
| gry {inner that is appre- 
 henſive ofhis owneweak- 
nefle & feebleneſle, longs 
till the feaft day commeth, 
| that hee may partake of 
theſe delicates : Oh how 
carefully will he liſten, and 
how | 


——— 


hes... 
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drawne unto Cons. \ | 65 | 


| 


| [how diligently will he at. 
[tend what the Miniſter| 
| |faith; and ifthe Word 
comes home to his conſci- | 
ence inlightning his heart, | 
| [and reproving him of his 
|  }ecretcorruprtion, he cries 
out, I am 1n great troy-. 
ble, good Lord comfor: 
 ]me: TI am full of doubts, 
' _[goodLordreifolve me: ] 
am ignorant in fpirituall 
| [rhings, good Lord teach 
me : I have a proud, ſtout, 
ſtubborn heart,good Lord 
| [bumbleme, Take this for | | 
| ]a generall rule, A good 
| [heart is alwayes at beſt 
cale, when the Word 
[ works moſt. But a wicked 
gracceleſſe perſon is then| 
' |beſt, when the Word 
 workes leaſt upon him. | oY 
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Therefore when he thinks 
the Miniſter will come 


not be at home that day, 


Towne, hee knowes the 
word would awaken him, 
| and affright him, and hee 
cannot beare the blow, 
therefore he keepes away, 


Gods word,which would 
worke upon him. 


| not into the liſts of dif- 
pute with Sathan , vpon 
thoſe points whichare be- 


as fhus to ſay, 
elected, therefore GO D 
will not doc me good, it is 


cloſero his ſoule, hee will 


he will be fure to be out of 


| 


| 


and ſhunnesthe hearing of | 


But thirdly , let us bee 
| matvellouſly wary and| 
 watchfull that wee enter 


yond the reach of man; | 
[ am pot| 


| _ vaine | 
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vaine for mee to uſe the! 
| meanes; my time of mer- 
cy is gone, oh the day of 
grace that I have feene , | 
the Lord knocked ſweet- | 
ly, and was pleaſed to re-| 
| veale my finnes at ſuch a 
| time; but then hard-hear- 
ted wretch that Iwas, 1 
ſhut the doore of my 
heart againft the Lord | 
Jeſus Chrift, and now it is 
gonc and paſt, now there 
1s no hope for ever of re-| | 
ceiving mercy againe: If| 
the devill get thee here,all 
thy comfort 1s gone, for 
[upon this ground a man} 
| ſhall never receive reſt to} 
| [his heartwhile the world| 
ſtands; for if no man can | - 
everknow the thing, how!| 
| | ſhall beabletogive, cor | 
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any man to take comfort ? | 
| Looke asSit is witha poore 
| travelling man that light- 
eth among theeves, who 
come and promiſe to cary 
him a neater way, and at. 
laſt they bring him into a 
wood where no paſſengers 
come, and there they doe 
what they will with him : 
ſo it is with a poore ſoule, 
when the devill gets him 
into theſe ſecret diſputes 
of Gods eternall counſell, 
there are no paſſengers 
comethis way, therefore 
thou art void of ſuccour, 
and Satan may exerciſc his 
pleaſure in terrifying thy | 
poore foule. Therfore for 
yourdirection in this caſe, 


_Firſt;erthe foule inthis 
bogs caſe 


| 


| 


me 


— 


| /afficient + it thouart per- | 
{waded of the all-ſuffic1- 4 


—_———— 
——_— —_—_— 
— 


drawne unto Chriſt, | 
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erof God, Iam God all. 


encyof G O Þ, this will 
helpe thee : God can doe 
more thathoucanſl think. 
Feeis able, and will doe 
thee good , though thou 
know it not ; and there- 


fore obſerve thus much, 
tne ſ{oule never doubts of 


Gods will, but it doubts of 


meaſure. We 
Secondly, check thine 
owne heart for medling 
with Gods ſecrets, and 
prying into his hidden 
counſels ; let no man goe 
beyond his bounds : it ap- 
pertaines not to thee to 


caſe ſtay it ſelfe upon the | 
| al-mightineſs ofthe pow- 


his power alſo in ſome| 


| divc 
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wr apy _| Quay —g—_ ——_——— ——_— _—_— — 


|t8 5;and Who hath knowne 


| the Lord. When Tonas cri- 


lonas 4.19] 


j 


| himſelfe, ſaying, Who can 


ww [ 


diveinto this myſtery.Se- 
cret things belong to God, 
but revealed things belong 


| 


the mind ef God? ſaith Paul. 


there how the King ftayes | 


Mark this, you that will be 
g0INg up into the skies to 
know what Gods ſecret 


minde is,keepe your ſtati- | 
ons wiſely, for the devill 


and all the devils in hel] | 
never knew the mindeof 


edagainft Niniveh,ſaying, 
Withinforty dayes al you | 
drunkards , andadulterers 

141] be deſtroyed: Marke 


tell if the Lord will repent 
and ſtay bis fierce wrath | 
that wee periſh not. When | 


the devill tels thee thus , | 
and 


Gunn. 
”"& 


”— OO RT om—_ > 


| drawneunto Chrife. We | [| 
and fairh, God hath ap-| ' 
pointed a way to falvati-| "Bi 
| on, and you have hadthe | 
| meanes,anddid notprofit] 
. [by them, therefore God 


0 TO 


— "Y 


| will never ſhew you mer. | 

| |cie, nor give you grace : | | 
how can the Devill tell | Z 

that? nay,all the Devils in | . 


| | hell cannot tell; let mee | 
| _ | walk in thatcourfe which | 
God hath appointed, and 
| commanded, and-doe that | 


| which IT ought, and ket me] | 
ſay, who knowes but God 'Y 
| maybreake the heartofa 
| - [proud rebellious finner,| |] 
| {[nonebut Godknowes it. | hi 
| Thirdly, Meaſure not 2 = 
| [the riches of Gods love, | | 
| [and the ſwweetneſle of his 


grace, according to your | 
ji { ownconceits, and doe not! 
+ D think 
=: 
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thinke that becauſe you 
1 cannot conceive it, there- 
| fore God will not doeit : 
{ Eſay wed Let the wicked forſake his 
J829. | wayes, and the unrighteous 
| man his theughts,{aith the 
Prophet; that is, All you 
| wicked ones, and you that 
|. have lived lewdly,returne 
from your wicked wayes, 
| and from your vaine ima- 
7 ginations,for he wil abun- 
dantly pardon. 

1 objec, | But will the Lord par- 
? don all my finnes,faith the 
q ſoule, I cannotthinke it, If 
I werea God,I ſhould ne- 
| . 

ver pafle by ſuch intolera- 
' \ ble things. 
$ 4nſ. | Andbecauſe youcan- 
n not, youthinke God can- 
not: Yes, ſaiththe Lord, 
Ican abundantly pardon, 
for | 


7 
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= | drawne unto ro Chriſt. - CE 


for my thoughts are not | 
your thoughts, nor my. | 
| 


| | waycsSas your, wayes. A' 
| | poorecreature thinkes his | 
 |finnes are unpardonable, | -- |} 
and he ſhallnever get aſu- | | 
| rance of Geds love; You I 
| are men, faith the Lord, 
and have finite thoughts, + 
| but Jam G O D,and have i 
| Mercy infinitly, when you | 
thinke I have no mercy. | C 
' | But there were never | g6jeF. 
_ = ſuch received to mer- | | 
ſaith the ſoule, and: | 

\ Kerefbre why ſhould I be | _ 
| the man 2 E 
| When CHRIST had Auſw. | 
| 


_— 


—_—— 


vrought many itrange 
ie, the people ſaid, 
| there were never any ſuch | | 
ON 


Ld | things done in Iiracl; and 
| therefore it is plaine, God | 
D-2- Caf = | 
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a 


can doe things thatnever' 
were done the like : He 
doth great things puſt find. | 
ling ont and wondrous with: | 
out rumber,{aith 7ob-there- | 
fore judge not Godspow- | 
er and loye by what thou 
canſt conceive. A 
Thebeſt Chriſtians are | 
moſt ſuſpitious of them- 
ſelyes, and none fuller of 
| doubts and feares , than 
thoſe that have leaſt cauſe 
to feare their eſtates are 
bad. Sathan makes it his | 
i chiefe work to grieve and 
= 2 terrific theſe. And their 
| owne diſtruſtfull hearts 
are alwayes raifing falſe 
ſurmiſes,and putting mer- | 
cy from them, as if they| | 
| were hired by the devill, | 
totake his partin pleading | | 
# againſt 
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Of NT ST TRY CORTE 
| | | againſt themſelves. Ther- 
| | | foreit is worth our obſcr- | 
| ving what David ſaith, | 
| | Pſa.g2. The Lord ſhall com- | 
|| | mandhis loving kindneſs in| 9.4218 
| | the morning. It isa phraſe | 
taken from Princes Rgreat | 
| C6manders, whoſe words 
area law.So Godwil ſend 
- * | forth his loving-kindnefle 
toa truly humbled Chrt- | 
ſian with a command, ASs| 
if he ſhould lay, Goe /ove| 
and everlaſting mercy, take 
thy Comiſſion, & I charge } 
thee goe to that poote } 
broken- hearted ſinner, go | 
tO that poore hungry, and}. 
[thirſty ſoule;goe and pro- 
| ſper,and prevaile, & ſertle 
my love upon his heart, 
| whether hee will or no, 
| Thus the Lord' charges 
D 2 bis | 
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Le 


| [is loving-kindnefſle to do 

| g00d to poorefinners,and 
by his owne Almightineſs| 
| ſtayeth the ſoule, when it| 
is ready to finke under the | | 
burthen of its tranſgreſli- | 
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Þ Fas What, ſhall I have mer- 
\ [9732 No, No, (ith the 
i | | doubting heart.) Will the | 
| ____ ] Lord Jeſusacceptme?No 
ſurely. Could I ptay fo, 
and had I theſeparts, and | 
| could I performe duties 


EZ after this and this manner, 
[then there were ſome 
hope, bur alas, there is no 


| mercy for mee. 

|Lnſ. | Letmeetellthee, who 

Þb everthouart, God invites | 

| -- |theeinparticular, aud all| | 
' | the ſweerneſſe in Chriſt, | | 
| and his precious promiſes, 

| apper- 


Je ES 


ITY 


drawne unto cbrift. 


= 


— -——— onn—___—__ 


intereſt . in them, as any 
ſervant of God in the 
world wharſoever. 

| No,No,faith thetrem- 


( bling ſoule, I cannot = 


lexve | it; ſucha wretch a 

Tgoecto heaven? Tt ll 
be; heaven ſhall rather 
tall, than I come there, 
Thus the diſcouraged {1n- 
ner knocks off mercy, and 


himſclfe, 

Now when all carnal] 
reaſonings, and high ima- 
g1nations, ( as Paul cals 
them) have raiſed up 
ſtrong holds againſt mer- 


Word cannot for the pre- 
ſent ſettle peace in the 


| = B4 Toule, 


appertaino to thy ſoule , | 
and thou haſt as great ag | 


' 


ſhuts the doore againft | 


cy and comfort; whenthe| A 


Object, 
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\Thepoore daubtiug Chriſt; an 
ſoule, Godis faine at laſt 
to command loving kind- | 
{nefle,and ſend him with a 
[ { Commiſſio from heaven, 
\faying, charge you, break 
(open the doore of the 
heart of ſucha finner,rend i 
| that vayle of ignorance 
\that Is before his cyes, (i. 
4 lence all his doubts and | 
| feares; And Icharge you 
 goc home to that ſoul, and 
| cheare it , refreſh it with 
the ſenſe of my fayour, 
and fill it with the aflu- 
rance of my loye. 
|Rom.zs, | Whileſ# we were enemies, 
| faith the Apoſtle, Chrif? 
| 4ivafor us. The Lord ſends 
from heaven to a poore | 
"| {miſerable creature, Com- 
_ [mend my leve, commend 
my. mercy to ſuch a di-|_ 
| ſtreſſed 
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ſtrefled ſoule, and tell him | 
though he hath beene an 
encmy to me, yet I ama 
friend to him, Tell him 
though hee hath beene a | | 
| Traytour to mee, I have | 


been agood King to him, . 
He hath beene a rebell to 
| mee, but tell him I have 
beene a loving GODto| 
him. Tell him his finnes 
are pardoned, his perſon} 
accepted,end his ſoul ſhall 
bee. ſaved. Tell him his 
| ſighes and groanes arc 
| heard, and his prayers ob- 
| ſerved in heaven ; let him 
| know that the Lord Jeſus 
dycd for ſinners whe they 
were fianers. Make this | ny 
|goodto his ſoule I charge] |” 
you before you-com back. | | 
' Therefore the fourth | | 
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Help. | cure is this,and it is ſpeci- 
ally to be obſerved above 
1 all in thy proceeding with 
| |thy ſelfe in judgement ; 
that is, paſſe no ſentence 
| againſt thy ſoule , but ac- 
| cording to the evidence 
| _ [ofthe Word: 1t- thou art 
[to be approved, let: the 
Word of God approve 
thee, and let his word cxa- 
| | mine thee,if thou art to be 
 examined;- if the Word | 
 ſpeake for thee , it 1sno- 
matter though all men and 
Angels ſpeak againſt thee; 
E- and ifthe Word condemn 
thee, Iit-15no- matter who. 
ſpeakes for thee :. what 
[though ſome wrangling 
| raylerſtep in, and will be 
determining the cauſes be- 
tore the Judge comes;yct- 
a 


OO __— _l 
dt. ad 


FOE 1 Sb 
[a wiſe man will ftay till 


| a-company of peeviſh car- 
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_—— 


drawne unto Chriſt, | 


—— 
A 
a 


the Judge comes,and walt 


with thine owne ſoule,put | 
not the caſe to be tryed by 


nal reaſons, but ſtay tilthe 
wordcome, and judge thy 


that for ever. The light i 
that which manifeſteth all 
things;the meaning is this, 
the light of the word, and 


| ſoules of Gods people; all 


the evidences of Gods 
i truth manifeſted to the. 


1{enfeand feeling of carnal 
reaſoning, are like fogges 
| and mifts, which make a 
| manthat he cannot-ſece the 
| way; but bring him to the 


| light, 8 then his-ſtate and | 


condition will bee mani- 
| 


bis leiſure, Dealethou ſol 


felfe by that, and hold to 


feſted 


| 


= 


L _— 
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. 
| Mat.11.29 
| 


| will not hearken what car. 
| nall reaſon will ſay, The 
| __ . . | 
| want of this 1s the cauſe. 


| Rractions , and diſquict- 


| The poore doubting Chriſtian 
feſted what itis. Learne of 
me, (faith our Sayiour)and 
you ſhall finde reſt to your 
ſoules :; And the Plalmiſt 
ſaith, wil enquire what the 


Lord will ſay:{o ſaythou,I 


why we have ſo many di- 


| tings., becauſe hee that 
| teacheth us isa deluder, 
| For the poore ſoule| 


{intereſt in Chriſt, fhall I 
have title tothe promiſese-| 
I nay, this belongs to thoſe 
|that-are broken-hearted :- 
{indeed if Lhad ſuch pow- 
1 cragainſt corruption, ſuch 
| heavenly mindedneſſe, 


faith, What, ſhall I havean 


and 


ONE Or CEE: gen” 
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| drawnewunto Chriſt, | $3 
' [and this and that, there 
| were ſame hopes, but Iam! 
|| [ſo full of weakneſſe, and 
many times led captive by 
my rebellious heart; that 
itis too apparent I never 
had ſaving grace, nay, I 
feare I neyer ſhall haveit 
| truly wrought in my ſoul. 
| But who told you fo, | 
_ Tend where learned you | 
this Religion © I am ſure 
|you never learned it of 
| Chriſt. Who, or what 
word tels you, It I bave , 
|ſuch corruptions , I ſhall} | 
never havegrace? notthe | | 
_ | ___|wordof Chriſt, Iamſure :| | 
___ ]wherefore I charge you, 
7 hold to the truth of the | 
, | word; Learne of we,;laith 
Chriſt, and put not your 
cauſe to bee -n@ert® by 
- car- | | 


\ 
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ſhow a man may order 
|[himſelfe aright in this 


ſhallnever come to Chrift 
| whilſt the world ſtandeth: 


for hts Word is: fanhfull, 


carnal | reaſon, AOr hearken | : 
what it telleth you ;- for if 
you take that courſe, you 


Learn of the Lord Chriſt; 


and his promiſe ſure , and | 
there you ſhall finde reſt 
asſtrong as Mount-Sion ; 

it is that Word whereby 


_ [thouſhalt be judgedat the 


ercat day. when ſenſe and 
feeling ſhall be caft-out for- 
wranglers, & never come 
into Court: Thus much 
of the foure cures I' will 
now.propound feare rules. 


courſe, ſo that he may te- 

paire to the Wetrd at all 

times,as he ought to dee, 
and 


| _ drawne ants  Chrif, 7 


——_ | — 


| 


and gaine evidence there| 
| for eſtabliſhing his heart 


in peace and ——_—— | = 

| Rules #6 dire? a Chriſtian | Rule I I 
\ howto uſe the Word of ' 
God for the evidence of il 

bs aſſarance, | 
'1 
| Firſt,touſe the wordof| 1 
| God aright; as thou muſt | Jil 
tn all} conditiens that con- - on 
cerne thy ſoule repaire to 1 
\the Word, ſo thou muſt 1 


| conſider thine owne up- 
rightneſte, and what work a 
of grace 1s in thy foule, | E 
thatwill anſwer the word, | 
andteſtific thatthe worke | 
, of grace is true: be ſure to |, 
take thy ſoule atthe beft ;. 
| doe not alwayes conſider | - 
what 15 the worſt part in| 
thee, | 
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end 
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thee,nor thy failings that 
may accule thee only, but 
ifthere bee any upright- 
neſſe that may ſpeake for 
thee, hearethatalſo; It is 
injuſtice for any Court to. 
heare one fide and not an- 
other : the Lord doth not 
lyeat catch with his chil- 
| dren, but he takes them at 
the beſt : as Rom.4.22.itis 
| ſaid that Abraham beleeved | 
| the promiſe, and it was im-| 
puted tohim for righteouſ- 
neſſe; yet inthe 12.9f Gey, 
we {ce he had ſome doub. 
tings, but God tooke him 
at the beſt, and ſo records 
this of his faith. So we ſee | 

| that Sarah is ſpoken of as / 
| a gracious Woman, and a | 


| 


| 
| 
; 


- 


| ling her husband Zora, 


| which | 
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| ee Ee I IE oo | gwen a 
| which was a figne of an | 
humble heart;but yet wee | 

|  |reade that ſhe derided the | ; 
| meſſage of the Lord by | 1 
| the Angell; yet notwith- | ; 

| ſtanding the Lord buries| | | 
that, and onely mentions | 7 

| the other in the commen- | : 
dations ofher. Now as the| 2 
Lord deales with his ſer- | ' 

_ |[vants, ſo muſt wee deale | 
{with our ſelves, whatſac-| Mo 
ver is found ſincere and| : A 

| upright , obſerye that as 1 
(well asthe other, nay ra- i 
ther before the other, If a | 

| man ſhould have his cauſe] | | 
handled in any Court at- 4 | 
ter this faſhion, and they] ll 

{ ſhould onely obſerve the l. 
failings in his cauſe, the\ | 

beſt cauſe may happily go( | 
againſt a man, therefore 

he the] | ll 

| 
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— WW3 
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| the Court will heare all 
- iread; as if any Bond or 
| Bill come in, or any mat- 
| ter ofagreement,they will | | 
| heare all: If a man haye| 
3 lan Indenture, and the 
| Lawycr onely open, and 
reads the failings in it, and 
that which ſeems to make 
I againſt the party,-if the| 
Judge onely heare that, ir] , 
{muſt needs goe againſt | 
him, - and' therefore the 
man faith, Good my Lord 
[heareall: and when they 
{finde i written that ſuch 
+ - | adebt 1s paid,and the par- 
ty ſatisfied, then the cauſe 
goes well;whereas ifthey | 
had heard enely the firſt 
part, and not the ſecond, 
| hee had loſt all, So, many 
| - {]bringingreat inditements 
PE againſt i 
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| drawneunto Chrift, - 1) 89 | 


xn eg | 
againſt themſelves, and 
ſay, Oh what pride and 
ſtubbornneſſe ts in my 
heart, Oh how weake am 
I, and dull, and dead,and 
backward to holy duties? 
How carelefle of enjoying | 
communion with God e | 
How negligent in ſifting | 
and trying my own heart, 
 - [1a watching over my ſen- | 
{les, and mourning in fe- i. | 
| cret for my daily failings? | 
| It 1s true, but art thou not 
| troubled with theſe, and | 
is it not the greateſt griete | | 
| of thy foule that lyes upon 
thee? yea, ſaith the poore | 
foule, I confefle my heart | 
is weary of theſe, and I} 
could be content to bee a: | 
ny thing, that I could not 
bee thus: now take thy | 
| | —_— 
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| right fide of thy ſoule to 


| | heart, and this will ever 


PE ICI 


| the palme of his hand to 
the ſtaffe,and then hee can | 


The paoredevbting Chriſtian 


ſoule on this fide, and] 
heare the beſt part : as it] 
is with a mans hand and! 
the ſtaffe, I compare the| 
promiſe to a Raffe, you 
know the backe of a mans 
| 8d cannot take hold of 
the ſtaffe, but let him turne. 


take it: fo turne thou the. 


the promiſe, and then 
thou maiſt take it; but we 
turne the back-fide cf our 
hearts to the promiſe ,- 
when the ſoule faith, Oh 
my ſtubbornnefle is great, 
and mine inabilities and 
corruptions are many;this 
is the wrong-ſide of thine 


hinder thee from taking 


5k hold 


IIS — I 


CORE Pann 


| raiſe, 
| Secondly,labourto have 


| guilt of ſinne ſtill remai- | 


hold ofthe promiſe : bur | 


awne wits Chrift. | 


—— — <——————— 


& 


gl | 


thy ſoule hates theſe, and 
is weary of them; this is 
the rightſide ofthe heart, | 


thy conſcience ſerled and. 
eſtabliſhed in that truth | 
which now out of the 
Word thou haſt gotten,to 
bear witneſle of the werk. 
of grace in thee; for if 
there bee atiy want of the| 
aflurance of Gods loye. 
and if the evidence of the: 
worke of grace come not 


heart, bur there is ſome 


ning, then conſcience will 


powerfully in upon thy | 


Rule 2. 


dif. 


} quiEt 


continually nip and 


_ « 


breed new broyles, and 


Os 
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| judgement informed by | 
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| 


> a 


quiet the heart; therefore | 
as wee muſt have our 


the Word, that there is 
ſome good in us, ſo wee 
muſt get conſcieace per- 
[waded of it, that conſci- 


-\ane, that ee may 1mpri- 


— A ht 


|asthe debtor, if hebein- 
_ |debtedto many creditors, 


reſt: So it is with the 
poore diſtreſſed ſoule that | 


ence may ſpeake for us :| 


he muſt agree with all; for 
if hee agree with all ſave 


{on him as well as all the 


| 


lyes at the mercy of the | 
Lord,and isſo deepe in a- ; 
rerages, that he cannot | 
nelpe himſelfe,he muſt la- ; 


| bour to ſtill conſcience, : 


that it doenot accuſc him, | 


but be on his ſide. 
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drawne unto Chriſt, | 93. 1 
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| Thewant of this is the 
|cauſe why new ſuits and 
| new bills are daily put vp 
| |againſtus, onely becaule | 
conſcience is not pacified; 
take a poore ſinner that | 
hath all his doubts and ob- | 
| jetions anſwered,come to 
him, and ſay, Are all theſe 
|all your doubts and obje- 
tions * yes: andarethey | 
all anſwered? yes: and | - 
| have you now any thing 
to ſay againſt that which 
hath beene made knowne 
; unto you © NO Not NOW: 
Say to him againe, Did 
your conſcience ſay to | 
| YOu, It is a ſinne to ſay you 
{ have no grace? Now here 
hee aemurres and ſtayes, 
\and faith, No, I darenot 
fay ſo,but I rather ſay the 
CON- 


—_—_ i >. 


_—— 
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—. 


| 


'ONs,Are you not *? 


| 


| 


grace : therefore let con- 
;{ciencebreefully ſatisfied, 
e 


'tions; this will cleare the 


and that he ſhould plucke | 


0G PW, PLE 
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contrary. Markethis, all 
the bookes are croft, and | 
all objections anſwered, 
andyet conſcience puts in 


anew plea, becauſcit Was 
[not ſatisfied. 


Now come to him a- 
gaine, and ſay, You are 
ſometimes captived by 
finne, butyou arewilling | 
to bee at Gods diſpoſing, 


| awsy all thoſe corrupti- 


Oh faith the poore fin-. 
ner, I muſt needs yeeld to 
i then I affirme to thy 
ſoule.this isa work of true 


and cancel all felf. accuſa- 


——y 


Wars, A 


heart, and caſt out all ca- 
| vils 


— — kn 


—— — 
ll. 


— 


\ 
"0 / 


_ | condemne us not, then wee 
| haveboldneſi towards Goa : | 


thou knoweſt it, and thou 


” - ACM tr. 
 — — , 
_ 


| arawne unto Chrift. | ; 


m | 


vills that come ia againſt | 
us: For if our conſciences 


we muſt mark conſcience, | 
and be convinced, that it 
isa {inne to ſay, God hath 
not wrought this: work of 
grace in our hearts : for| 
though ſenſe and feeling | 
be ſometimes gone, yet 
colcience remembers the | 
day and yeare when hee 
hada cleare evidence of 
Gods love,and ſaith, Lord 


didit ſay outofthy Word 
at ſuch a time that my 
heart was upright and fin- 


| cere inthy fioht, 


(a, 


It ſhould bee with a 


poore ſinner, as itiswith a/| 
' wiſe man when he would | 


| E make | 


8 
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| when ſenſe and feeling is 


The poore doubting Chriſtian, 
make his lands fure unto 
| him and his poſterity by 
cyidences and writings,he | 
is not content onely to 
have his evidences in his 
 owne keeping , but will 
have them inrolled in| 
Ehancery, ſucha yeare, 

and ſuch a day, that if hee 
ſhould loſe his deeds, hee 

may be ſure to finde them 

againe there: ſoit ſhould | 
be with a diſtreſſed ſoule, 
wee ſhould notonely bee 
contentto have all our ob- 


—_ _—_— 


| Court of Conſcience, that 


loft, yet wee may readily 
goe to the court of Conſcz- 
ence, and there finde the 


love 


RE 
— 


jeions anſwered, but get | 
them recorded in the| 


day and yeare when Gods | | 


—— 
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love was made {ure to us. | 
| Thirdly,we ſhould ſtrive | gale 3.} 
| mightilyto haveour harts 
| \over-powred with the e- 
dence which reaſon and | 
| conſcience makes good to' 
 us,that ſo we may quictly | 
| receive it,and calmly wel. 

comeit, and yceld and 
ſubje&t our hearts to the} 
truth, - But: here wee: all 
ſticke, for thereare three | 
things in the ſoul ofa man |} 
© {which maintaine theſe | 
| quarrels and oppoſitions | 
againſt the evidence of the | 
Word : 1. Reaſon ob-} 
jects : 2. Conſcience ac- | | 
cuſeth: 3. The Will of] 
man will not ſubmit : and 
|weefindeit in experience | 
| {rhatwhen aman hath ſtil- | 
|ledconſcience; & anſiwe: 
i LE 2 red * | | | 
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T he poore doubting Chriſtia®) 


| againſt the truth, and 


all things are ſetled and 


rod all reaſons, yet the 
ſtubbornneflc of the heart 
maintaines a gaine-laying 


keepes the old quarrell| 
that hath beene anſwered 
long a goe, and that a man 
would think had been bu- 


caſe with a poore finner, | 
as it is with a man that 


that they rwo have in 
hand hath beene tryed in 
all the Courts of England, 
and atlaſt comes to Chan- 
cery , and there itis con- 
cluded againſthim,ſo that 


ended, as a man would 
thinke, andan honeſt man 


| 


batha contentious adver-| 
ſary ; happily the cauſe 


| 


ould fit downe and bee 


> 
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quiet : \ 
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|  drawne unto Chriſs. Is | 


TC a6 | 


| quiet : but the other being 
a quarrelfome fellow,will 
not yceld yet, but tothe 
old law he willagaine,and 
he will ſell all he hath bur 


| hee will have his will ; till | 


to take notice of this man, 
and caſts ont the cauſe, 
and puts him in priſon,and: 
laith, Theſe things were 
all anſwered,and thecauſc 
ended long agoe. 
| Juſt ſo forall theworld 
1s1t with the heart of a 
gracious man that is hum-: 
bled in ſome meaſure, and 
could be centent to yeeld 
to the credit of+ Gods 
| Word,and to the witneſſe 
of his conſcience, & ſaith, 
My condition is better 
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at the laſt theJudge cr 


than I thought it was, | 
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| | butthere is an old proud 
E. { ſe [f-willed heart that will 
| not be quiet , but till is 
 quarrelſome , and main- 
| taines the old quarrel! ; | 
| Though reaſons are all 
| confuted, and conſcience 
| beares witneſſe againſt 
him, and every Miniſter 
caſts out the cauſe ; yet 
| obſerve it, a poore diſtrel. | 
{cd finner will keepe the 
old objections, & though | 
they were anſwered the | 
| night before, yethee will 
| have them freſh the next| 
| morning, and the next | 
 moneth,even when a man | 
| would think he ſhould not} 
dare to come in Ceurt; | 
and the miſchief lies even | 
| here, (in a proud ſelf-wil- | 
| led heart that will: not 

[ yecld.. 
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| whatſoever It 15 that God 


| the evidence which God 
| makes knowne and paſſeth 
| uponthy ſoule for thy e- 
| verlaſting wel-fare, doc 
| not (I ſay)rejet it : and 
becauſe thou haſt not that 
| comfort that thou: woul-| 
| deſt, therefore thou wilt 
| have noneatall :, it is not| 


ge CEE 


drawne unto Ehriſt. 


yeeld.. Therefore labour 


over - powerd . with the 
authority of the truth, 


reveales to thee for thy 
£00d, and doe not reject 


| 


properly becauſe thou 


quarrell : and hence it is 


to get thy heart ſo farre| 


canſt not, but becauſe | 
thou wilt not receive the| 
| promiſe, that ſo wracks | 
land torments thy ſpirit: | 
| this 1s 1t which breeds the | 
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le ew 


ed,and conſcience convin- | 


|allthe world ſhal not per- 
{wade me of that ; Mini- 
ters are mercifull , and 


ver thinke thus of me,cer- 
| it c What, I grace? all 


{wade mee to it. 
what I fay, this is mepy 


that when reaſon is fatisfi- 


ced,askethe {oul this que- 
ſtion,and ſay,are you per- | 
" waded thatthe Lord hath | 
done you good , and will 
ſhew everlaſting mercy to 
your ſoule 2 no (faith he) 


Chriſtians are charitable, 
and are loth to diſcourage 
mee, as I ſhould deeto 
them, but did they know 
meindeed they would ne. 


tainly 1 ſhall never finde 


the world ſhall never per- | 
Marke 


thy pad and ſelf-will 


neſle 


———_pmetenre—a—. _—_ 1 "__ 


ws tt... a — 


_ — Dena nn re. —— _ —_ 


. 


—_—_— _— G — —_ DEP ARIAS? 


drawne wats Chriſt, | 103 


| WT 


ET | 


nefle that will not receive 
that good which God is 
willing to give thee ; this | 
{helliſh and devilifh. pride 
| of thine will coft thee dear 
onceiday. .. | 
But will ſome ſay, How | 0bje@. 
| is itpride 4 wee are eyerſ 
complainingand condem.- | 
| [ning our ſelves, thiscan- 
not be pride. _ | 
Yes,] ſay it isabomina-| 4yf. 
ble pride againſt the Ma- 
jeſty of heaven ; and thar, 
| . will fhew thee two] 
wayes : Firſt,fora man to| 
tofow his owne conceits 
and ſclt-willdnefſe againſt 
:thetruth, and the force of 
| | reafon , and. the witneſſe 
| Fof theſervants of GOD 
_ {and his owne conflence, 
isnotthis pride e 
k: E5 Second-| 


— 


——_—S. 
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ls ce tte. 


| OY 


peares tn this, namely, be. 


| defireſt, and haſt.not that 
[weetneſſe of grace and 
conqueſt over corruption 


| 


| 
and his: «ſtate, fetled on| 


meaſure of mercy which 


cannot. have - what ' you 


thing atall: ;As a man that 
kath'the Lav on his-ide, 


him, yet-becaulc his evi- 


dences are not written 1n. 


riftiant 


—% 


Secondly,thy prideap-| 


cauſe: thou haſt not what | 
thou weuldeſt, and in that | 
manner and meaſure thou 


| 


that thou wouldeſt have, | 
therefore rhou. flingeſt a-| 
| way all Gods kindneſlc ; 

this is infinite pride : That | 


| God hath: already ſhewed | 
thy: ſoule is incomprehen-., 
{tble, and yet becauſe.,you| 


would, you will: have no-| 


| 


| great huge letters, and in 


| have not ſo much humili- 
{ty:, O pride, pride,in the 


| 


4 


_ 


drawne unto Chriſt, | 


JP —— _————__O 
—— 


large paper, he throwes 
them all away : ſo you| 
 havenograce,becauſe you| 
have not ſo much as you 
would have; you have no 
humility, becauſe you 


higheſt degree.. 
Labour therefore to 


| bring thy heart to this| 
| blefled ſubje&ion to the 


| 


[truth of God, and make 


| ceive comfort when God 


it thy duty as well to re-| 


| 


——_—— FO 


| ject- mercy when God 


offers it. upon good| 


commanded; and know 


grounds; as to-doe aduty 
that it is a finne to re-| 
offers it, as to killa man 


which God hath forbid-| 
| den; 
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| den ; and therefere you 
Saints of God that have 
becne peſtered thus, and 


heart ofmine;whatwould | 


fatisfled-* doe not the Mi- 


deabting Chriftian 


— 


have beene enemies to 
your ſelves, when your 
Fears begin to ſlide away 
thus, take your hearts,and 


diſtemper of this vile 


I have * is not Gods-word 
cleare,and my conſcience 


—_—_ ” 


niſters of God affirme my 


ſhall I thus diſhonour | 
God #- | 


mine owne weres, and ſay 


[ havegrace,when before | 
I 


reaſon- thus with your | 
ſoules,& ſay,Good Lord, 
this is the proud ſtubborn | 


ſtate to bee good 2 and} 


But what ſaiththe por | 
ſoule againe, Muſt I eate | 


——— 


_———— 


| drawne unto Chriſt. | 107 | 
| [I faidI hadnone ? | | 
| Yes,and be thankfull to |L4»ſ. | | 
God that thou maiſt ſay | | 
ſotoo; it is better for you | [ | 
to crofle your owne hu- | 
| mours, than crofle Gods 
| Spirit: take notice of it, 
and feare forever,leſtthat 
 proudand ſtubborne ſoule | 
of thine, which now reſu- - 
| |ſeth conſolation when| 
| God offers it, be forced to 
eate thy fleſh, and come | 
upon thy knees,and never | . 
get comfort to. thy dying ” 
ay ;andthough God ſave 
thee in the end, yet thou | 
ſhalt bee as it were in hell | 
uponearth. ( 
One would have thought 
[it had beenc humilitie in z 
Peter to refulc to let Chriſt | 
| waſp his feet but it was no- 
| thing | 


A IRs | | | 


——_——_— 
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thing but pride,and there. 
fore Chriſt takes him up| 
for it ſharply,(which is in-| * 
|  |}deedtheonly way tocure| | 
| this diftemper) 7f I waſh 
Toh.13.8,9 thee-not thou haſt 26. part in 
me:it you will needs hayc 
your owne humours, and 
21 wil not be perſwaded,you 

| | May get you down to hell 
with them : Peter pauſed 
| with himſelfe a while, but 
{atlaft when his ſtomacke 
came down,then, Lord, no? 
enly my feet, but my hands & 
heart and all. It is humility | 
ot heart to take what God 
| offers, Moſt Chriſtians 
$ |thinke they arc humble- | 
\£ hearted, but they-are ſo| - 
farre proud , as: they give | 
leave to this diſtemper:| 
therefore labour to: over- | 


—— 


maſter, 
- 


4 4 
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| drawnenno Chriſt, \ 109 | l 
pu Cm ——nrrnn—n—_ RR —— [ 
\ maſter this gaine-laying | | 
hearr of thine, with the | | | 
© {}authorityof the Word of \ 
| God,and learneto receive | = 
| mercy when God offers it, | | | 
leſt he take away the com. | | 
| fort of his Spirit fre you, | 
and: make you goc how- | . 
ling-and roaring to your | | 
graves. Though he bring | 
|youto heaven inthe end, j 4 | 
yet you may have a hell —1] | 
| before you come thither, Y | 
| The laſt Rule is this, | A#7 4.| | 
| Maintaine the-good word TT 
| which thy hearthath ſub. | | 
| mitted tO, and keepe it as | | 
the beſt treaſure under | E--0 
heaven; and-when thou þ 
- {[haſtobtained certaineevi-| 
dence that | thy eſtate is| TT 
igood, heare nothing a- mn 
| ainſt it;but ſticke faft to - 4... 
LT the | 
s | 


| 


——_—— — _— 
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| God, againſt that comfort 


— 
— 


| perſwaded of by the 
word;zif Sathan or carnall 


en Wnoe=netn.2—" 


| law for lands, ifhe have his 


| have gotten ſome advan- |. 


a 


T he proredonbting Chriftian 


the ſame, regard nothing] 
but out of - the Word of 


and evidence of thy falya- | 
tion, which thou haſt been 


reaſon have any thing to 
ſay againſt thee, let them 
bring Scripture, and then 
yeeld to it, but without the 
word hearenothing. Look | 
as itis with a man that isat | 


_ 


adverſary onthe hip, and 


tage againſt him, hee will 
keepe him there, and hold| 
him tothe point. If a man | 
will follow every wrang- | 
ling Lawyer at every im- 
| pertinent out-ſtraying, hee| 
willnever have any good 


ya 
—— Kc 
, 
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—————_ tt. ——— 
_ ett. atudth.c.4 


ttt ——— 
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oat th. _ _ 
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|  drawneunts Chriſt. Wi 


| ſucceſſe ; it is the faſhion | 
| of many Atturnies rather | 
' | tobreedquarrels, than to 
end them; and therefore 
hold to the maine point. | 
 Deale with Satanas. with 
| 2 ſubtill adverſary that 1s 
| full of wiles and fetches. It | | 
is the cunning of the ene- | þ- 
my to lead you out, and} - 
he will have many vaga-} 
| 
| 


Or nn nn II 
——— 


[ r1eS,but be ſure to holdto 
| that truth which you have | 
received fro the evidencc 
| of the Word, and the wit- | 
Heſſe of conſcience. When | 
a man hath gotten ſome| 
comfort, then the Devill | | 
begins to play the Lawyer 
- {]inthismanner: I 
| How the ſoule being tempted 
| may anſwer Satans a5cu- 


{ations. 
| Doe 


” 


I 


— 


Oh: I 


_— 


| S72047,, 


| Sz2rer, 
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Doeſt thou not ſee how | 
| weak and poore thou art ? 


j 


| how deſtitute of all ſaving 
grace, and how contrary 


3 thou walkeſt to God ? 


It is true (faith the ſoule) 
|Iam laden with infirmi- 
ties, yet it 1$4s true that he 
| that cofeſſeth & ferſaketh 
| his ſinne,ſhall have mercy. 


” 


(thou art fullof pride and 


luſts beare ſway in me, yet 
I kate and deteſt this, and 
therefore ſhall finde mer- 
cy,the word faith ſo. 


| 


mine is backward to all} 
|£o0d, and many unruly | 


| 
But 


_ —_ ated 


But ( ſaith the devill )| 
doeſt thou not ſee that} 


| 


weakneſſes, & ſecretly un- | 
willing to come to duties? | 
| Ttis true (ſaith the ſoule)] 
| Tam ſo, this vile heart of | 


| 


| adrawnenunto Chrift. II3 | 


But(faith the devill)are| Satap, 
you ofGods counſell, fe- 
| cretthings belog to God? 

Indeed (ſaith the ſoule)| 5,4, 
I know not what Gods ſe- 
| cret wilis,yetthis I know, 
that the Word ſaith, Hee 
bath no pleaſure in the 
death of a ſinner, but 1t1- 
vites ſuch dayly to come | 
{unto him. - | 
. But(ſatth the devill)ma. | Sata. | 
ny cozen themſelves, mer:- | 
cy is a great thing, and] {| 
few obtaine it, and why | 
may not you bee cozencd | 
as wellas others? 64} 

But(faith the ſoule)the | Sznner. | 
Lord will not cozen mec, | | 
who alone knowes my | 
heart, & the Word knows | 
what the Lord knowes,0n 
| that I relyc. | | 
But 


cy 


— 


"OA 


] 


ow 


a le. Ad... Ae. ane 


- 


—_ X R ————o——— er n——_— _ * —— A— - 
P # 44.4, wr ge 2 Y 
' - x 1 - < 
: - F £ DIY : : : a) : by 
i f EG 8-1 7 y a id 3 fo Fonts . . p A 
_ : 

” Fr . v7 m1 54 mas rs ——_ — I” 
Sd br tn hk er WEE, nee he Sor ie is l d = -—_— - j— —— -— hy —_ _ - . 
2 R —_— h Ga. > ent miners DAY» Var ag ee ” oe - ch near fu ov — Hind 0 <Erf rn wes ee + + - — .. — \ - ” 

_ l _ ray ws , — ——— " EDS : I $..- : 
- — - — - nds i P—_ - * Dates ſs <— ————_ cc STERL 4 LC TI £53 > » ot Logo An REC w_ FF. & Tay: 4 

- _ - > ww = . » CO 13S <> ew _—— - —T = Cn» ARS a = ———— math "» wy Ty _ _ —— _ Tam 0 vos 4 gr es _ —_ ira nave nt hands. PE p.S. ”” a IC — 4 OL . 
<4 Aces ror HS fine... A me o - 6 TIS —_— Wh_—_ ” ___— . d, Annette one eane >* ——_———_— - 6 mp _—_— _ wg ><a. — . 

— I : AD ILL Dd 4 - =_ _ - ——_— nn ans 4 - T p4 
On > » >——_— nn £ £ 6s —_ —_— - __—_ _ —_ es - _ —_ == —_ 4 T es — 

be _ F — TI Gran rr ene te nas od - - - y- © yo = = - — a ——_ = o—_ —_— —_— 
— nad, ow re 2 PSI — —— - ——— __ Pr » N _ - DSNOD a —_— _ _—_— —— — -_ 
- —_— - - — -- Ss > RT, - + 4 os - -_ _ - > —_— A . — - - = m_———_—_—_—_—_ - 
- _ - = + hm_ - _ - an —_— _ — — w_ -—— - *. 5 — 
Be ; Gow? Pe FI 4 . _—_— >—_ _ Rs away Lannenmtaieite: Dan tie POPC ny oe Ine - "6 <_ = v — ns et —_—_ A A _—_— CF. —- == = 92 - porn k 
_ < 
, - = _— =_ Dt WEIS < wee EI ey wee EY DEI Ine — >a—_—_ _ — do — 
FY _ _— —_—_—— - ys ” " any Wy cg - > Enron — - . 
—_——_— —_—_—— _ gee 
X 


AED Ae Eee OF CES}. Fi. vc ne 
——_—_ wn ee nas 
a Re 


——— 


”- mace oe ——_ 
= — = 
- — —  _— _ -_ 


Sinner. 


lea am 


| I defire as carneſtly to 


| 


| I know I ſhall finde mer-| 
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But(faith the devill)may | 
not you be deceived inthe 
 word;the word is true in- 
deed, but how know you 
| that you rightly apply it, 
| and that the word & your 
heart doth ſute together 2 

Why (faith the ſoule :) 


have my fanne purged, as. 
I docto have it pardoned. | 


Word, that is the touch- | 
ſtone of my life, therefore 
to the Word I repaire;the | 
Lord knowes that I hate; 
all fin inwardly, & reform 
it outwardly, and therforc 


Cy : ſhew mee a place of| 
Scripture that ſaith I dee 
not rightly apply the 


| Word,&1 will belecveit; | 


but | 


I know my heart by the | 


— — — — _— 


—_— 


——_— —— LL ——. —— 
EE” 


| keep the Word with you 


are ever with me, Satan is 


| drammunoChrift., | 


tu ooran yen 


| but Iwil not beleeve thee, 
for thou art a deluder,and } 
| alyar. Thus hold to the 
Word,and the Devill will | 
bee tired, and goe away : | 
| keepe you here, for if hee 
catch you a wandring af- 
ter ſenſe and feeling, you | 
are gone.Thou throughthy 
| Comandements haſt made 
| me wiſer than mine ent-. 


mies,ſaith David, for they 


I15 


wiſe; and the fleſh, 8& car- 
nall reaſon,and the world, 
are wiſe;but bleſſed beour } 
God that makes every}. 
poore ignorant ſervant of 
his wiſer thanall theſe:but 
how 2? the Word muſt be 
ever with them; you muſt 


daily, and that will make ; 


—— 


PN lam 


| 


| 


hmm 
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wo — 


_ 


againſt whatſoever hin. 
ders your peace. 


Satan deales in this 


| my deales inwarre;z when 
Toſhua defeated the men of 
A, hee got them outof 


land tooke it in, and burnt 
it with fire: ſo the Devill 
doth : Our Caſtle or City 
is the promiſes, and the 


' God; now ifthe devill can 
; but get you out of this 
Caſtle, he hath you where 


he would ;if you will look 


after every bird that flies, 
and liſten after every car- 


you not know onely what | 
1samiſſe , but get ground| 


with the foule, as the ene- | 


the City, and then they 
that lay in ambuſh went | 


word, andordinances of | 


{nal reaſon and temptatt- | 


tone. 


on, 


DS 


©——_— 
— 


\ —_ 


 dramneuntoChriſt, | 


I17 | 


|  [on, you are gone; if hee| 

[once get you from the 
promiſe, he will intangle | 
you in his ſnare, and over- | 
come you. - 
| Little children, if yee 4- | ; tohaag| 1 
| bide 178 Gods Commanae- [ 
ments,ye abide in God, ſaith | 
{the Apoſtle: As if he had 
| {fſaid, Children,your ene- 

mics are many, and great, | 
and cunning,therfore keep 
| | home, keepe home, come | 
[rot abroad, andthen you 
ſhall be ſafe, whatſoever 
troubles ariſe. Itis the fa- 
ſhion of parents , if their 
childre runne abroad and 
catch a knocke , they tell 
'_ _{themthatthey are well c- 
| | nough ſerved, you might 
have kept home when you | 
had warning. 
| The 
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comforted, and you may 
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The iſſue of this 'point 
{is this, Judgethy ſoule by | 
the word, and lookeupon | 
|thy ſacred part, and let} 
that beare witneſle for 
thee, and what the Word 
of God doth evidence to 
thee, that maintaine, and 
| heare nothing againſt 1t ; 
this 1s the way to receive 
conſtant comfort,and goe | 
on merrily in our Chriſti. 
an courſe : let quarrels, 
troubles, and temptations 
come, yet keepe you with. 
| in doores , and reft your 
ſelvesupon the riches of 
| Gods free grace in Jeſus 
L-: Chriſt, and bee for ever 


es. ee 


—_— 
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20 ſinging to heaven, and 
to your graves , though 
you meet with never fo 
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| hs drawne unto Chriſt, d 


| Meants to obtaine an inte- 
| xeſt inthe Promites. 

| Now I will ſhew you 
ſome Meanes whereby a 
| man may ſo improve his 
| time, that at laſt hee may 
obtaine this bleſſed eſtate; 
which are foure; bur be- 
| fore Ido beginwith them, 
| you muſt beadvertiſed of 
thus much, that wee may 


| uſe the meanes, but there 


is no meanes under hea- 
| ven alone will doe it, yet 
' you muſt waite upon God 
inthe uſe of the meancs, 
for it is not the meanes 
| that will worke faith, bur 
| the Spirit of God in the 
; uſe of the MCanecs.; and 
' therefore the Text faith, 


| "I 


0000p 
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Toyou it is given tobeleeve, 
tor faith 1s the free giftof| 
God; it 15 God that muſt 


| 


doeit, and yet he will not| 
doe it without us, becauſe 
wee are reaſonable men 
and women. The Lord 
affords us meanes, and 
therefore we are to walte 
upon him 1n the uſe of} 
thoſe means; let the Lord 
| doe what he will, and let 
us doe what wee ſhould : 
wee mult not thinke when 
wee havethe meanes.then | 
| we can get faith preſently; 
for,as Paul ſaith, The ſame, 


Eph.r. 20. 


power that raiſed up Teſs: 
| fromthe dead,muſt make us 
able to beleeve, or elle all 
the Angels in heaven, and | 
all the Miniſters on earth, 
and all the helpe that men} 


| 


an di 


—r— — —_ "FO —— 
—_ ve F, 


——_— —.. ——— 


| adrawneuntoChriſt. | OB, 
| 


and meanes can doe thee, | 
will doe thee no good: the | 
| meanes are divers, as hea- | 
ring and prayer, which are 1 
the Conduits whereby 
God communicates faith; 1 
| but T let thoſe paſſe, and | 
 onely faſten upon thoſe 
| whieh areneedful for fee- 
|ble Chriſtians to bring 
them info this bleſſed 
tate,and thoſe are theſe. ; 

Firſt, we muſt, as much | 1-Meanes.| 
as in us lyes, labour to, 
Pluck away all thoſe props! 
that the ſoule leans upon, } 
and all thoſe outward ſuc- 
cours, and whatſoever 
outward contentment it | 


——— 


is, which a poore {inner 
doth repaire , and bctake | 
himſelfe to for reitete and. | 
| helpe, that when all theſe | 
F 2 - are! | 
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ry 


maines in the nature of 
natural to us all even from 
our owne hands, and ſup. | | 
port eur owne ſeules, and | 


that lie upon us. 


| the laſt thing that wee | 


|T he poore doubting Chriſtian 


|S: - 


|aretaken from us, we may 


' cour there where 1t 1s to 
be had.It is that which re- 


man, and that which is 
our firſt Parents, that wee 
would haye the ſtaffe in 
ſupply all thoſe neceſſities 
| Now the way to make 
the ſoule leane upon 
Chriſt, is, to plucke a- 
way all other props; for 
come to, isthe promiſe; | 


and if we could finde geod 


heares laſt ofus,and there- 


be forced to goe for {uc- | 


any where el{e, we would | 
| never goe to Chriſt; God | 


| 


| 


_ fore! 
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drawne unto Chriſt, 


—_— — 


Fore wee ſhould doe with 


| 


our ſelves as the enemy 
doth with a City befie- 
ocd, when he would make | 


them yeeld,the onely way 
isto famiſh them, cut off 


then they will bee forced 


| 


| 


{all provifion, and ſtop all' 


| 


paſſages that ncne may 
come to relieve them, and 


royeeld themſclvesto the} 
mercy ofthe enemy; ſo it 
is with our nature, wee are 
ftill truſting to our owne 
ſtrength, and relying up-| 
on ſomething of our own; 
 therfore famiſh thy hearr, | 
and cut off all the meanes} 
and comfort whereby thy 
heart may. be ſuccoured , 

and thy conſcience quie- 

ted, and when thy heart | 
is famiſhed, it will then 
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|the Goipell had ſpent all 


— 


Chriſt, that was ready and| 


—_— 
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a out to a Saviour, and 
lye there, becauſe there is 
no other thing to ſup- 


her goods upon he Phy. 
fitians, and if ſhee had had 
but a little meancs left, 
yea, but one farthing to- 
ken, forany thing I know 


ena 
— 


gone to Chriſt; but when 
all theſe failed, then ſhee 
was forced to ſceke to 


willing to doe any thing 
for her diſtreſſed nature: 
ſo our ſoules muſt have 
ſomerhing to ſupport 


cannot live without ſome 


ſupport. Now therefore 


themſelves upon, for they | 


W nen | 


yy _ I 
—_ 


ew would never haye|- 


—_—_— _=  ———H 


| 


| 


| needs ſtay upon the pro- 


| red that a man ſhould caſt. 


|to {ce and” acknowledge 
theemptineſſe of all theſe, | 


| Zena man, but piercehim 


_—_— 


| " drawne unto Chriſt. 
Us 


when altour carnallh hopes 
are takenaway, wee muſt 


| mife, becauſe we have no- 
thing elſe. It is not requi- 


away thoſe outwa 1rd com- 
forts that GO D affords 
' him, but onely ths, that 
| though you haveall, yet 
labour to get your heart 


|and letnot the heart ſeeke 
| too much cotent in them, 
| fortheſe are all but lying 
vanities, and broke ſtayes, | 
which will not onely co-| 


t00. 

Now when the foule 
ſeeth theſe things cannot 
ſuccourhim, but lay him 
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| | intheduſt;thenhewillbe| 


| 


> a——- 


| content to have his heart 
| ſevered from them, Ir is| 
with the ſoule as it was| | 


with Noahs Dove,whe the 


| Arke began to reſt upon| | 
[ | the Mountaine of Arrarer, | 
| Noah ſent out the Dove, 
| Out the Dove found ns veff 
| for the ſole of her foot : No 
F queſtion there were many 

| dead carkaſes,but the dove | 


_  |tound noreſt till ſhe came. 

|to the Arke againe; ſa| 
| whena man findes no reſt 
inany thing the creature 
|affords, and can get no 
footing for the ſoule to 
ſtay u ſelfe upon them ,| 
then it betakes it ſelfe to 
Chriſt, and goes home to 
|the promiſe, and reſts 


there, and expects from | 
thence ' 


it. 
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| ming,he that will ſwimme| 


| the bottome, and commit 
| himſelfe to the ſtreame 
to beare him up; fo wee| 


| aAarawne unto Chriſt, | 


—_— 


127 | 


thence what is needfull ; 
25 in the Art of ſwim- 


muſt plucke his feete from 


muſt plucke our hearts 
| from theſe things;& them 
' from us; and though wee 
have honour and prefer- 
ments, yet wee muſt not 
put any confiderice in 


ſelves wholly to the pow- 
cr ofthe promiſe, and re-| 


them, but learne by our] 
 beleeving to commit our| 


| ceive comfort from} 


| thence onely, 
Letnot the gods ofthis 
| world , honour, and profit, 


did the pride of Pharaohs | 


Sa pleaſure deceive thee; 
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heart deliver him? did the 
riches of Dives ſave him? 
did Herods applauſe that 
| he had, deliver him 2 did 
theſe gods ſecure them ? | 
nay., have they not left | 
| them in the lurch 2 there- | 
fore let us take our hearts | 
off from theſe things, and 
| have a baſe eſteeme. of 

them,and ſce a vanity, and 
emptineſſe, and inſuffici- | 
ency in them, that wee 
may bee forced to ſecketo | 
Chriſt, and ſay as David} 
| ſaid, Help Lord, for waint is | 
the helge of man. Labour| 
therefore to ſee the privy | 
pranks of thine own heart, | 
| and -hunt out all thoſe| 
| mazes, and turnings and| 
windings of thy ſpirit, for 
A | it is wonderful to ſee hoy | 
Y E- the. 


Gn _ 
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| adrawne unto Chriſk, 


the ſoule is ready to hang 
her comforts upon every 


| effetually of the fulneſſe 
| ofthat good which 1s 41n 
- [thepromiſe, & of that ſa- | 


hedge, and ſhift and ſhark 
in every by-corner for 
comfort: Now whenthou 
ſeeſt thy heart thus ſeck- 
ing.to ſettle it ſelfe, pluck 
away that prop, and ſee 
the emptineſle of it, and 


and ready: to goe unto; 
& | 

Now whenthis is done| 
there isalutle way made 
that the promile may 
come to the ſoul, therfore 


| labor inthe ſecod placeto | 


have your hearts poſlefled 
throughly ;and perſwaded 


then thy heart will be fit| 


| 
2.Mcancs. | 
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| neſſe of the grace of God 
in Chriſt, that ſo the ſoule | - 
may bee eſtabliſhed with | {4 
that full content which is| | 
to be had in the riches of | | 
the promiſe. But marke| | 
| what I fay,perſwade your| | 
| heart of it, and cen-| + 
 \rent not-your ſelves that | | 
| you are able to diſpute 

_ | ſomewhatfully of the ex-| |, 
| cellency of the promiſe, 
and of the riches of Gods | 
free grace z What 1s this 
to: the purpoſe that the 
heartknowes this, & yet is 
forc-ſtalled thart-it comes. 
'!not to the promiſe? there-. 
| fore leave not-thy heart. 
til!'it come to make that 
account of the promiſe , | 
that the Word faith it is| * 
| worth; I ſay,leayenot thy | | 
heart| - 
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| wer failed them that ſeeke 
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[ drawnt my Chrift | 
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heart till thou ſee the pro- 
miſe of grace moſt beauti- 
full in2y cyc,and that thy 
heart may gaine ſome ear- 
neſt touching the goed- 
| neſſe of God,8& the riches 
of his grace towards thee; 
and bring thy heart to. 


——__ 


the riches and honors that 
| thou canſt have, or the 
world can beſtow, They 
thee, for thou Lord haſt ne- 
thee : This kinde of know. 
ledge ever breeds confi- 
dence and reſolution, and 
perſwades the heart; Wee 


| dare truſt a friend whoſe 
faithfulnefle we have try- 


know and ſce, that the | 
promiſe is better than all | 


| 


that know thee,wil truſt in | 


CO —— 


Pſag. 70" 
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ed, and reſt upon that 
\ | which 2 


kit. 


| 
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which we know by EXPC- 


ofa tryed truthzſeek from 
one end ofthe heavens to 
[the other, turne all the 
Bible over,and ſec ifever 
any man leaned on the 
promiſe, and the Lord did 


he had promited forthe 
good of his ſoule £ Except 
the Lord had beene my ae- 
lizht,1 ſhould have periſhed 
in my troubles (faith Da- 
vid,)My fleſh faileth, & my 


portion for ever, Here liesa 

| orcat weight , and itisa 
© 

| worke of marvellous difh. 


| & therfore that thy heart 


- EN aherwan 
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rience. The promiles are | 
not performe that which | 


heart alfo;but thou art the | 
ſtrength of my heart and my 


culty, and great neceſſity, | 


ray fit downe fatishicd in | 
244 the | 
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[the ſufficiency, of the pro- 


miſe, I will propoſid three 
| |rules how you may im- 
| prove the promiſe for| 
your uttermoſt benefit. | 
| Firſt, labour daily to | Howto | 
preſent to thy ſoul a grea- |MProme. | 
ter good JN the promiſe (es pen 
than thou canſt ſee any | benefit. 
where elſe: It isa mans 
Skill, and it ſhould be his 
| endeavour daily to dogge 
| his heart, and to looke 
| what it is. that the. heart 
defires moſt,and preſent a| 
greatergood to thy ſoule 
 tNercin, than in all things 
thou canſt have <elſe- 
where. -Weſhould deale | 
E1 with our hearts as a man 
- {| would doe witha corrupt 
| avi when heewould | 
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have him to be on his ſide, 
the | 
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the onely way 15 to bribe 
| him; (though that 1s ſin- 
full)yetitis good to bribe 
| the corrupt heart with the | 
goodneſſe of the promiſe, 
that the heart may cleave 


honours,or riches, or the 
applauſe of men, or any 
earthly pleaſures offer 
thee content and ſatisfacti.- 
lon 2 then perſwade thy 
heart there is a greater 
worth and excellency in 
the promiſe than can bee 
had 1n all the world. Here 
is ay exceeding waight of | 
glory,he that hath this pro. 
| miſe ſhall be made a Xzxg, 
and. ſhall have glory that 
wil zever vaniſh: doth thy 
heart hanker after earthly 
joy and mirth 2 thou ſhalt 

Wy finde. 


——— no 


] offers moſt for the bar- 


| drawneunt0 Chriſt. 


| promiſes of this life and a | 


my” 
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finda greater mirth in the 

Yromiſe,than inthe crack- 
ing of theſethornes; (and 
{o I may fay of any thing 
cl{c) Doth thy heart han- } 
ker afrerriches? then tell 
thy heart that there are 
ur ſearchable riches in| 
Chrift, and through him 
wee have title to all the| 


——— e——_—_ 


better ; we know heethat | 
241n, hath it; therefore we 
ſhould obferve the goings 

out of onr hearts,and what | 
offers it ſelfe to give us 
moſt content, and preſent 
our ſoules with a greater 


good in God, than in all 
things elle. 

0h the height,and depth, 
and length, & breadth of the 


| {ove 
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yo of chriſt, which paſſ eh 


| knowledge ! 


| 


| 


The confideration of 
this,as it workes alonging 
after Chriſt, and the pro- 
miſes, ſo it ſhould fill our 
faces with ſhame and con- 
fuſton,that ever we ſhould 
ſet lightby ſuch riches of 
| mercy, and walke unwor-. 
thy of fo great ſalvation, 
| Could wee comprehend 


| the unmeaſurable dimen- 


fions of Gods love and 
goodnefle revealed inhis 
word , how would our 
hearts bee enflamed' to- 
wards him:When the ſin- 


ner thinkes thus with him- 


\ ſelfe,, I. that have done 


all rhat I could againſt fo 


200d a God,that my heart 
even bleeds to thinke of 


it, 


|  drawneunto Chriſt, © 137 | 
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it, there was no name | | | 
| under heaven that I tore | 
| In pieces, but Gods name, 
is wounds, and life, aud 
| heart-blood T have rent and 
| torne a thoufand times, | 
| Nay, there was no com: 
mand in the world that 
| my ſoule ſo much deſpi- 
1ed,as the commandot the 
Lord Jeſus. There was no 
| ſpirit that ever ſpake to 
mee, which I ſo much re- 
| fiſtedas the Spirit of the 
| Lord. O how many ſweet 
| motions hath the Lord let 
| nto thy ſoule, thereby to | 
 plucke mee from my baſe 
courſes & {tnful practices ! 
| byhow many mercics hath 
hee allured mee, by how 
| many gracious promiſes! 
hath he invited me;to for- 
| ſake 


| 
| - 


The poore doubting Chri ſfian 


ments all my life time, 


{in, Iſhould count it infi- 


ſake my {innes, and turne 
unto him 2 But I have 
flowne in the face of his 
Minifters & bleſſed Spirit, 
and rejected all termes 
ofreconciliation. It I had 
|lyen in a dungeon, and 
beene plagued with tor- 


yea,though I had another 
world ful of miſery to live 


nite mercy , ſo the Lord 


{would paſſe by my ſinfull | 


miſcarriages, and pardon 
theſe inward rebellions. 
'  Butthar G O D ſhould 


ſend his deareft Sonne to 
love mee, and that ſo1in- 
comparably, ſo inconcel- 
vably, that I could not 
poſſibly hate him,ſo much 
as he loves andaffecdts me, 
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| I could not ſo exceede in | 
| . | . 
unkindnefle towards him, 
- | as hee hath exceeded in 
tender compaſli6 towards 
mee « Were 1t not righte- 
' {ous with God, never to 
ſpeake comfort more to | 
my ſoule, that have ſo 
lightly efteemed his pro- | 
miſe & wordof comforte| | 
Had it not beene juſt with 
GOD to takeadvantage | 
againſt mee 2 Was it not | 
[juſt that I which livedin | 
finne , ſhould have per1- | 
ſhed 1n my ſinne? Had 1t| 
not beene juſt that I who 
; have ſo much loved cor- | 
| ruption, ſhould have rea-| 
| ped the bitter fruir of it 
long ere this? But thatthe | | 
Lord ſhould finde an ene- | 
my, and not ſlay him; nay, | 
| that | [ 
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fome to ſave him; is love 
not to bee exprefled. Oh. 
the height of this mercy 


| 


—cc—_ 


| /ength of this mercy be- | 
| aepth of this mercy be- 


beyond my deſire! Oh the | 
breath ofthis mercy with- 
out all bounds! Oh the. 


yond all times ! Oh the} 


yond all finne and miſery! 

Labour therefore to 
have acceſle to the pro- 
miſe with thy ſoule, and 
ſpeake a good word for it, 
and ſay, Stand by profits, 
and pleaſures, and preter- | 
ments, room for the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and put a 
wonderfull-price upon the ; 


promiſe ; this is an ever- 
laſting rule, whatſoever 
= the 
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 drawneunto Chrif. Thr | 


the ſoule doth account "i 
beſt, that it will chuſeand 
leave all others for it. I 
would have the ſoule out- 
bid the world, and labour 
to out-ſhoot the Devill in | 
his owne Bow , and thoſe 
things which the Devill | 
caſts in thy way, for hin- 
dering thy ſoul from com- 
ming to the promiſe, let 
-\ thoſe things be as meanes = 

{to uſher-in the promile.. 
As thus, when thou ſeeſt 
thy heart looke after | 
friends, let thoſe friends 
uſher the way to thinke on 
che infinite love and fa- 
| xvour of God in Chriſt; 
- [and when thy heart would 
fine hunt after wealth,let 


——_ _— 


this uſher a way to the 
promiſe , and fay, If the | 
EIT. heart 
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| 


Theart fnde ſuch content in 
riches,whart would it finde| 


in the riches of Gods 


grace in Chriſt * thus pre-| 


(cnta greater good in the | 


promiſe,than 1a any thing 
elſe. 


The fecond rule is, La- | 


bour to convince thy | 


heart of this, that all the 
things in the world with- 
out the promiſe are not. 
g00d, and hadfſt thouall 
that the earth can afford | 
without a promiſe, they 
were rathera curſe to thee 
than a blefling. Faith is 
the ſubſtance of things ho- 
ped for, it gives akinde of 
being and fubſtanceto all; | 
there is no ſubſtance in bo. 
 nour and riches if they bee | 
not in faith ; _ are 


C logges | 


, f 


| clogges & ſnares toa man, | 


”. 
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drawne unto Chriff, 


| 


. 
| 


except faith give a title 


. | forfaithis itthat gives a 


promiſe to have what wee 
pray for : the moſt broken | . 
and meane prayer, when | 
| a pore creature can ſcarce 
| utter four words with any+ 


erfull prayer 5 and the 


mts. A 


therewith;all our prayers | 
have no ſubſtance in them, | 
butare poore atid empty | 
words without faith inthe | 


ſenſe, yet ifit be mingled} 
with faith, is avery pow- 


ſubſtance of all your hea-| 
ring, and my preaching 
lyes in faith, otherwiſe} 
they are but loſt labour, | 


kindeof beeing to whatſo. 
ever we ſpeake or doe. 
| o | o ” | 

The third rule in this 


thereunto, and a blefling | 


| G ſecond. 
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promiſe , . before carnall 
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| hearts from reſting upon | 
the promiſe of God: ſore: | 


| The poore airing C hriftia ft? an 
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—|ſecond: mcanes, is this,La-| 
bour to acquaintthy heart 
with the goodnefle of the 


KOT 


reaſoncomes and polleſſes 
thy keart ,, how that the 
promiſe is moſt ſure, and| 
will come when itis moſt 
ſcaſonable, andis beſt for. 
| thee, and when God fees. 
itmoſt fit we ſhall's certain- 
ly baveit; Let ws therefore 


grace, that we. may: receive | 
comfort & & mercy in time of | 
need; nor when I fee ft, | 
np is it which carties a. 
' way many. poore finfull 


coms boldly tothe Throae of | 


| times the beatt 15 2 Tittle 
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F | | lecy of the richesof Gods | q 
tt” Prace, &leethwhat great | | 
-!, {thingsthe Lord hath done | | 
j for his ſoute,and ſaith, Oh | 
5] {tharIwereſuchaone,and | + 
c| {letmediethedeath ofthe | 
d ! righteous; but when it | 
t ; Comesto paſſe that he hath | | 
ri {netpreſenteaſe and com. | 
5; |]fort, thenheecaſts away j 
-| "the good promiſe of the 1 
©\ Lord, andthe Devillpre- | | 
ff | Valles wonderfully with | | 
/e |. [theſe poore creatures : | 
of | | Therefere faith the Pro-| |} 
&l {}phet; When the fig-tree ſhal Babe 
5] |aot Loſſome, neither ſhall 
d- {the fruit bee on the Vines, | | 
pl | when the labor of the Olive | | 
0 | Jhailfaile and yeeld no fruit, | 
e | |thiwillrejoice inthe Lord, | 
le | andjoy 1nihe God of uy fal-. 
| | vation. Saithihe Prophet, | 
vi {-.— (3 2 CLOM- | =3 
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Cornfort fro the promiſe, 


and may receive maſt 
miſe ſo to ſurprize my 
heart, that it may bee poſ- 
EACy of 1t. 


that thou expecteſt all the 


and from the Lord Jeſus| 
Chriſt is.then ſeaſonable, | 
when I .have moſt need, 


ſeſled with the all-ſuffici- | 


good thereby; then ſhall 1 | 
|bee ſure to haye the pro-! 


good which thou needeſt 
and canſt deſire, from that 
ſufficiency of the promile; 
doe not thinke to bring 
any good with thee to the 
promiſe , but goe to the 


| 
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are all the cords of mercy 
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that muſt draw thee, ang 


there is the all- ſufficiency 
that 
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| In the third place ſee] 
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| 
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| Jr is a weakeplea fora 
'manto ſay, I dare not 


| promiſe, but thou muſt 


| power to make thee able 
'to- beleeve the promiſe, 


——_— 


—— 


drawne unto Chriſt. 


—— 


that can ſupply all thy 
wants, looke for all from 
thence, and expetpower 
from the promiſe to inable 
thee to doe whatſoever 
thou wouldeſt, and to 
make thee able to beleeyve 
the promiſe. 


— 


looke to the promiſe 1 
cannot beleeve, ifI could, 
then I might expe ſome 
good. 
Thou ſhalt never be. 
leeve upon theſe termes, | 
thou muſt not firſt have 
fairh, and then goeto the 


firſt goe to the promile, | 
and from thence receive 


% 
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BD [to thy ſervant, wherein thou| 
| haſt cauſed metotruſs.\Whe 
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0 Lord remember thy word 


men are cnlarged in love 
to a man, and make faire 


| promiſes, this perſwades | 
the heartto truft to them, 
and to relic upon them for | 


200d ; therefore a man 
doth uſe to ſay, I durſt not 


| have thought it, nor ex- 
| pected,if you had notpro- | 
 miſed it; ſo the promiſe | 
of God madeto the ſoule, | 
makes the ſoule to reft up- 

| On It. 


To expect faith without 


a prom, isall one asit a | 


man ſhould expect a crop 
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without ſeed, tor the pro. | 
miſe is the immortall ſced | 
of Gods Word, whereby 
the Spirit breedsthisfaith | 

in! 
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in the hearts of all thatare| 
his. The houre is comming | 19k.5-25-} 
and now 45, when the dead 
ſhaft heare the Voyce of the 
Sonne of God, and they that 
heare it ſhall live:It 1s ſpo-| 
ken of -raifing'of a dead; 
| man from thee grave of fin. | 
Firſt, there is che voyce of| 
| Chriſt to the {oule /before| | 


| 
therecanbean Echo again| | f 


of the.ſaule to Chiiſt; 1ol 
[rhe power of the pro-| | 
miſe. muſt come to the| - } 
foule, and wee muſt heare | | { 
[the voyce of God in the | 
[promiſe before we canre- f 
turne an Echo-againto the] 
Lord;the Lord faith, Come ; 
to-xee, and theſoule ſaith, | 
I come Lord, When thou| Tz 
| feeſt much deadneſſe and 
unfitneſſe of heart,doenot| 
_ Ss thou 
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þ 
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| 


| Whatſoever frailties  ] 
[find in 'my ſclfe, yet 1 
{will looke to the Lord, 


| miſe muſt ſcttle me more 


| 


} 


[not bring faith to the]. 


'fromthence,and therefore 


off from the promiſe, and | 
ſay, ThusTIam,and ſoitis 
| with me; but rather goe 


lth. 


— 


thou gec away, and looke| 


to the promiſe, and ſay, | 


and to his promiſe, fer 
if T want faith, . the pro- | 


and more therein; I muft 
promiſe, but receive faith | 


Twill waite.till the Lord 
pleaſe to worke it. 

_ Laſtly, labour fo yecld| 
to theequall condition of | 
the promiſe, and makeno | 
more coditions than God | 


makes; new the promiſe 


requires no more ofa man, | 


b ut ! 
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| drawneunto Ebrifl. 


| the promiſe , and take of | 


ſhould goerunning upand 


before he come to. buy;he 
| 


- 


tt. lth. ems. 
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but that hee ſhould come | 
and lay hold on mercy ; | 
therefore do thou require | 
no morethan God in the | 
promiſe requires ; there 
's chough in the promiſe 


expe all-good from 1t, 
and be content to poe to 


God whatſoever he hath] 
therein offered. Buy with-| 
oat money; This is the.con-| 
dition that God offers 
mercy upon,buy wine and 
Mitke, that is, grace and 
ſalvation;without 'money, | 
that is, without ſufficiency | 
of your-owne; .if a man 


| 


downeto borrow. money 


may -famiſh- before hee 
| G 5 come; 


Ld | 
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to doe thee good, thertore |. 
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| miſe : Oh, faith one, if I 
_ |were able to maſter my 


—— 


——_— 
YL —_—_— 


= 52 | The poore doubting Chriſtian 
| —— "” | CS —_ a 


come; ſothe Lord offers 


on.,and {aith, Come take it 
| without money, and wee 
yanne up and downe to 
borrow money of prayer, 
and duties, & power againſt 
corruption, but you may be 
ſtarved before you buy, if 
you goethis way to work. 
Therefore make Gods. 
comoditiesno dearer than 
God himſelfqmakes them, 
for this is the cauſe why 
many a poore ſoule is kept 
from comming tothe pro- 


ſinnes and diſtempers, as 
fuch a one can doe, then TI: 


bring money; but art thou 
content to haye Chriſt, 


Chriſts mercy and falvati- | 


would beleeve; this isto| 


and 
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and that Chriſt. may haye 


ſupply thy wants, and re-| 
 veale thy finnes,and heale| 
thy corruptions, thengoe 


thereby will ſupply thy 
| wants, and maſter all thy 
ſinnes and corruptions; 


| wards 3 When I paſſed by 
| thee, and (aw thee in thy 


| blood, (faith the Lord) and 


behold the time was as the| 


£2220 of love, [ {þr cad my | 


| thy nakedncſſe; Yea, I ep. 


thee, .and rule thee, and| 
| 


tothe promiſe, &the Lord| 


but that muſt come after-| 


' Skirt over thee, and coverea | 


] 


E'zek, I6: 
8,9. | 


| ired into a covenant with! 
| thee,c thoubeeameſt mine; 

Bout ele math z 
| (thatis, you were content 


that GO D fhould marry | 
| you13all your ragges) azd | 
ai. 
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| I waſhed thee withwater,ye 
Tr [| 


We. 
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Ithroughly waſhed away thy 


\'blood from thee, aud andin- 
[ted thee with ole, I. clea-\ 
thed thee alſowith broidered 
worke, Firſt, hee marries | 
the Church to himſelfe, 
and then hee givcs grace , | 
and paſſeth over his eſtate 
to his Spouſe. Were it not | 
a woneerfull great folly, | 
if ſomegreat King ſhould | 
make loye taa poor Milk- 

maide, and ſhe ſhould put 
1toff,and-refuſe the match | 
till thee were a Queene, | 
whereas, if ſhe will match | 
with the. King:,. hee will | 
| make her a Queene after-| 
wards © So wee muſt not/ 
looke for ſanRification, | 
till we come. to the Lord 
in vocation; for this isall 

the Lord requires of thee, 
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; to {ce thy. finnes;. and be 
 {|weary of them, and bee 
{ | contentthat the 'Lord Je-| 
i | ſus ſhall reveale what is| 
amiſle, and take it away ,. | 
' {}andthat the Lord ſhould 
|. | givethee grace. then the |. 
| Lord will bring thee to;| 1 


himſelfe , and thou ſhalt 
| receive mercy from him; 
| and thenall thy. corrupti- 
' {ons ſhall faltotheground: | 
To ſumme: up-the point: 
briefly thus:: | 
| . Firft, when wee have; 
| {plucke away all carnall| 
'_ |] props, there is way made 
| for the promiſe to come | | 
_- 
[Re  Secondlywheour hearts | 
' |arepoſſeſſedthroughly of | 
; \the ſufficiency. of Gods | 
promite and grace, then 
| the | | 
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—— 


|Even power to come to 
| the promiſe, thenthe pro-| 


—.. 


|equall conditions of . the) 
|| promiſe, thenthe promiſe 
Carries us quite away. 


inderances removed,and 


the promiſe drawes neare «| 


to the foules By, 
Thirdly, when WC .CX- 
pectall from the promiſe, 


miſe layes hold UPON us, 
Fourthly,when wee are 
content (to. ,yeeld to the 


' Thus we have leene the: 


[if you once get this grace, 
you get all: orher graces. 


| 


Mind now ;that-wee may be | 
[movedand perſwadedim-. 


cn. 


the meanes. propounded, 


portunately ro fecke after 
this blefled grace of God, 
letus conſid er thus much; 


wirhit ; it is a ground. of 


com-! | 


it arawne unto Chriſt, "> nE 
EO an 
| comfort ro ſet a man a 
| worke, when in the doing 
of one worke he may doe L 
another, nay,all works;ſo 
it 1s in the worke of faith, | 
\it ſhould encourage us to 
labour for faish,becaulc if | | 
weeget this, wee get all:| 
men that are wiſe topro- | 
videfor themſelves,and to | 
lay out-their money in a | 
purchaſe for the beſt. ad-.. 
vantage,if they ſee it well 
wooded & watered, eſpe- 
ciallyif there be ſome gol- | 
: den Mines,all their minde | 
| will be upon that, becauſe | 
1if they have that, they] _ 
have all with it ; ſo it 1s 
here,get grace and get all, 
{trengthen this and all is | I 
{trong,want this,and want | 
th once getthis, and you of 
need! 0 
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for aboye 


| all graces. 
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Faith to be 
laboured 


| make youpaticnt,and faith 
will bring holineſſe with | 


| 


| 
are feeble and weak there- 
| theright way. 
| mournes and cries to hea- | 


| ven for mercy, and prayes | 
| againſt a. ſtubborne hard 


Saints of Gad endeavour | 
[with much paines to get 


ern een ene enema 
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need not to ſeeke for wiſe. 
dome, for faith will make 
you wiſeto ſalyation; and 
you nced not labour for | 
patience, for faith will| 


tt-to purge you, for faith | 
bringsall grace. Now the | 


grace, and to ſubduethcir | 
corruptions;. but yet they 


in, becauſe they take not | 
| 


Many a: poore ſoule | 


| his life , becauſe hhis- vile. 
| heart remaines, .avd yet 


heart ,and heeis weary of | 


b- happily 


ap u_r 
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happily neyer gets little or | 
any redreſſe;and the main | 
wound lyes here. Alas, | 
| you goe the-wrong way, 
for if you would have 
grace, you mulſt firſt of all | | 
get faith, and that will | 
| bring all the reſt; buy the. 
field, and the Pearle is 
yours; you nauſt not ſtand 
| trugling and ſtriving with | { 


your owne hearts, and} 
thinke to maſter a proud | 
heart, that will not doe it, | 
| but let faith goe to. Chriſt, 
| and there is mecknels, pa- | | 

tience, humility.and-wilc- | | 
| dome, and faith will.tetch | [ 
all theſe to the ſoule. Bre- " 
thren, 1f you ſet ſuch a 
price upon any of theſe 
graces, then labour: for 
| faith, get that. and: you 
; ſhall 


tt. 
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[hall haveall; the Apoſtle 
| x;Cor.3. {aith, Vee all with Oper face 
"ns beholding as inagt: wife, the| * 
- glory of the Lord, are than-| 
ged': into the ſame Image fro 
glory to glory. The Lord 
Chriſt is the glaſle, :ahd|| | 
the glorious' __ of God 2 
1n Chrift'is compared to 
"2 the glory of the Lord; 
| therefore firſt wee muſt | 
behold thegrace in Chriſt | | 
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| 
by faith;before wecan re- | 
| |ceive grace; firſt, ſee hu-| 
mility-in Chriſt, andthen 


fetch it there; firſt ſee | 
ſrength. and courage to\ 
enable thy weake heart, 
| and then fetch it, Would 
[not you bee content to| * 
W-j have a meek, graciousand 
Wit | | humble keart ? Tdare un-. 
nl | defrake for- many of you, 

_ that! 
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| drawneunto Chrift, | 


[you ſay, Oh that I could| 
{ once ſee that day, that | 
| this proud heart of mine | 
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that you had rather have 
it, than any thing under 


that ever you made; and 


might bee humbled. IfT | 


| could ſee the bloodof my | 
 {innes,I ſhould thinke my 


ſelfe happy, and deſire to 
liveno longer ; then ger 
faith , and ſo buy the 
whole, for they goe all to- | 
gether;you muſt not think | 


ito have patience 6 meek-| 


nefſe without faith , but 
buy faith , and you ſhall 
have all together : Would 
you have the glory of} 


heaven, and you would | 


| thinke it the beſt bargaine | 


God,8& be more heavenly | 
| minded. then looke to-it, | 
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oct it by the eye of faith, 
and looke up to theglory 
| of God inthe face of Jeſus! 
Chrift, and then you ſhall 
ſeeit; but hold you there 
then,and this will encreaſe 
all: your graces, to your 
everlaſting peace & com- 


There is ſo much wood, 


then they offer for the 
whole, anſwerable to all 
the parcels : ſo there is 
tem for-an heavely mind, 


and 1tem for an humble 
heart, thatis worth milli- 
ons.. Andaretheſe graces 
worth io much 2 what is 


that is worth» thouſands, 


| 


| fort, When men ufe to | 
make a purchaſe, they will | 
| recken up all, and fay, 


worth ſo-much,8 ſo much | 
| Reck, worthſo much, and 


faith 


Ho» 
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| drawneumoChriſt. | 


faith worth then? Oh PIrC- | 
cious faith, it will bring all 
graces with 1t, one degrec 
of grace after another ; 


|egracehere,and happineſle | 


for ever hereafter. If wee 
have any hearts of men,(I 


| doe not ſayof Chriſtians) | 
| methinks this ſhould pro- | 
voke us to labour for 
this bleſſed grace 
of God. 
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